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Pray With Us
Alumni and friends, please join members
of the St. Mary's University community
in keeping the thousands of people
impacted by Hurricane Katrina in your
hearts and prayers.
When tragedy strikes we reach out-in
prayer and deed-to those experiencing
terrible hardship that yearn for comfort.
Hurricane Katrina has devastated huge
areas of the southeast, including cities
and towns in which St. Mary's alumni,
students and friends reside. We pray for
everyone affected, and ask for God's
special blessing on all members of the
extended St. Mary's University family.
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Class Notes and Notables

On the Covers
On the front cover, the Rev. John A. Leies, S.M., Th.D., has retired after spending

more than 30 years of his professional and religious life at St. Mary's University,
including four years as its I 0th president. And although he may not be in the

classroom every day, he will continue to contribute to the University and to society
by sharing his many talents.

On the back cover, the second phase of the Gateway to Historic St. Mary's

University project includes several miles of brick and wrought iron perimeter fencing

From the Editor
Those lazy, hazy, crazy days of summer have
come to an end. That means students have
returned and the St. Mary's campus community
has moved into high gear. Not that the summer
months were spent idly. Work continued on the
beautification project-check out a photo of the
new Culebra Road entrance on the back
cover-and faculty and staff alike prepared for
another exciting and challenging year.
You'll see in News from Around the Grove
that our students, faculty and alumni-along
with St. Mary's itself-consistently gamer
national recognition in a variety of areas. And
our student and alumni profiles in Class Notes
are further testament to their achievements.
Last year St. Mary's welcomed two new
deans. In the following pages you'll learn more
about the vision Henry Flores, Ph.D., has for
the Graduate School, and you'll read about
Keith Russell, Ph.D., and his plans for the
School of Business and Administration in the
next issue of Gold & Blue.
The Rev. John A. Leies, S.M., Th.D., former
president and a man who has impacted myriad
programs and individuals at St. Mary's, retired
this past spring. He'll surely keep busy with his
many interests, and I'm sure you'll enjoy
reading about this inspirational Marianist.
You may remember the Learning Resources
Center that was located at the back of the
library. Its successor, the Academic Imaging
and Media Center, has expanded facilities and,
more importantly, cutting-edge opportunities
and state-of-the-art equipment for use by
students and faculty. It is truly amazing the
kinds of experiences students can have today.
And, it's not your father's Oyster Bake
anymore. This favorite Fiesta Week event has
seen many changes over the years-all of them
for the good of St. Mary's students, and alumni
and University programs.
Don't forget to stay in touch with us. You'll
find a mail-in update form in Class Notes, or
you can always get up-to-the-minute news
about St. Mary's and update your alumni file
online at www.stmarytx.edu. As always, we
welcome your input.
-Candace Kuebker

and attractive secondary entrances like this one at the University's Culebra Road

entry to campus.
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University Plans New Vision of Excellence
by Charles L. Cotrell, Ph.D., President
■ Success in undergraduate research
■ Completed Gateway to Historic
St. Mary's University, Java City on the
Quad and SBC Center for Information
Technology
■ Wireless access locations
■ Endowment reaches $103 million

St. Mary's University's graduation

rate once again has been the key to an
extraordinary accomplishment. In the
U.S. News & World Report's 2006
edition of "America's Best Colleges"
guide, St. Mary's recently was ranked
No. 3 for best value in the West and
No. 14 for academic reputation among
colleges and universities that offer a
full range of undergraduate and
master's level programs.
For "Best Value," the U.S. News
ranking combines an institution's
educational cost with its academic
quality. A St. Mary's education is a
proven value. This is how the
University measures up:
From the time they first gather at
Academic Convocation where they are
introduced as new members of our
community to graduation a few short
years later, St. Mary's students are
challenged academically and educated
to be engaged in their communities.
This is the kind of support that
motivates and supports them to finish
college.
St. Mary's has the 10th best
graduation rate in Texas, and
graduating on time means our students
avoid additional tuition and fees.
Coupled with academic excellence,
that's how St. Mary's adds economic
value to a college education.
Rewinding the last five years
For the past five years Vision 2006,

the strategic plan for the University,
has guided our community toward
significant successes. The goals we
embarked on in 2001 continue to
position St. Mary's as a high
performing institution that promotes
scholarship, and personal and spiritual
development.

2

Fast-forward to the future

Some of our most successful
achievements are:
■ Formation of the Marianist
Education Associates program
■ Cited by Education Trust for high
graduation rates
■ Improvement on State Bar exam
■ Honors garnered by Beta Beta Beta
National Biological Honor Society,
Students in Free Enterprise and award
winning student newspaper, The

Rattler

■ Two NCAA Division II National
Championships
■ 10-year anniversary of the Service
Learning Center
■ Chartered Phi Eta Sigma Freshman
Honor Society
■ Multiple joint agreements with The
University of Texas Health Science
Center at San Antonio
■ Established Center for Terrorism
Law
■ Funded the Bill Greehey Chair for
Business Ethics and Corporate
Responsibility, Benjamin Biaggini
Chair in the School of Science,
Engineering and Technology, and
Brother Paul Goelz Chair in
Entrepreneurial Studies

These past five years no doubt have
been significant for St. Mary's, but as
we approach the next five years it is
critical that we understand the
challenges that lie ahead.
With a new Mission Statement on
the horizon, it is imperative that the
University community supports and
unites behind that Mission to educate
and foster future leaders. In planning
the next strategic vision, increasing
student retention and graduation rates
and recruiting a financially, ethnically
and geographically diverse student
body will continue to be key
objectives. Our purpose is to
distinguish St. Mary's in the
educational marketplace and retain our
strong sense of community.
With the uncertainty of state and
federal support, we also must increase
the financial resources that provide
access, quality and affordability to
students at St. Mary's - one of the
"best values" in the nation.
The University community will
address all of these challenges this year
to form a new strategic plan that will
take us to the end of the decade and
beyond with a new vision. These are
exciting times indeed. ■

NEWS
■ Short Subjects
Latina Letters Celebrates
I 0-year Anniversary
The Latina Letters conference, co
sponsored by St. Mary's University
and the Guadalupe Cultural Arts
Center, and deemed by critics as
"one of the nation's most
important
gatherings
about
literature by
Hispanic
women,"
emphasized
literary and
social
awareness
in the
community
during its I 0th
anniversary in July. Directed by
St. Mary's professor Gwendolyn
Diaz, Ph.D., the conference
featured presentations by Sandra
Cisneros (pictured), Pat Mora,
Alicia Gaspar de Alba, Lorna Dee
Cervantes, Ana Menendez, and
other notable scholars and artists.
St. Mary's Appears in
'Conscience' Publication

A year ago St. Mary's was selected
as a finalist to be included in The
Princeton Review's "Colleges with a
Conscience." St. Mary's is one of
only two schools
in Texas to be
featured in the
Campus Compact
publication, which
was released
nationally in June.
The book showcases
81 schools that
promote outstanding

community involvement. Last
academic year, 1,660 St. Mary's
students performed 65,464 community
service hours as either volunteers or
students in an academic program.

Ethics
Champion
Makes a
Splash

of the more than 1,400 schools
listed annually by the national
news magazine.
The formula used to
determine best value ("Great
Schools, Great Prices")
relates a school's academic
quality to price. The higher the
quality of the academic program
and the lower the cost, the better
the deal for a student who receives the
average level of need-based financial
aid.
The national magazine based its
rankings on peer assessment, retention,
faculty resources, student selectivity,
financial resources, graduation rates
and alumni giving.

Cynthia
Cooper,
known
worldwide for
exposing the
WorldCom
fraud, spoke
Roamin' Rattlers Trip
in March as
on Tap This Fall
part of the Lin Great Speaker Series.
Roamin' Rattlers, the St. Mary's
Her topic, "WorldCom: What Went
Travel Service program, has planned
Wrong and Corporate Lessons
an exciting guided tour for the fall.
Learned," captivated an audience of
Directed by the Rev. Charles Miller,
more than 400 St. Mary's students,
S.M., Th.D., the service is available to
faculty and staff, and
members of the San
Mongolian Executives Visit State Capitol
Antonio community.

St. Mary's No. 3 in
'America's Best
Colleges' for 2006

U.S. News &
World Report's 2006
edition of "America's
Best Colleges" guide
ranks St. Mary's No. 3
for best value and No.
14 for academic
reputation among
colleges and
universities that offer
a full range of
undergraduate and
master's programs
in the Western part
of the nation. It is
the 12th consecutive
year St. Mary's
has been ranked in
the top 25 percent

Businessmen and women from Mongolia attended a two-week
executive education program at St. Mary's in July. Part of their
visit included a trip to Austin where they toured the Capitol
and met with legislators, including State Rep. Joaquin Castro
(front row, third from left). The group was accompanied by
Keith Russell, Ph.D., St. Mary's business school dean (to right
of Castro) and his wife, Margaret (second row, second from
left); Robin Thedford, director of Continuing Studies (second
row, second from right); and Vicki Williams from Student Life
(second row, far right).

Recently,
St. Mary's sent a
school record
nme
undergraduate
students to the
eight-week
McNair Scholars
Program at the
University of
Notre Dame, to
advance their
aspirations for
earning a doctoral degree. Eva
Alumni Rolls Add 998 New Graduates
Bueno, Ph.D., associate professor
Four new graduates display their
of
languages, has directed the
excitement at completing their degrees
McN
air program at St. Mary's
during May 2005 commencement
since 2003.
exercises. Some 433 bachelor's and
St. Mary's McNair scholars
master's degree candidates, along with 240
included six seniors and three
law school graduates, picked up their
juniors who are pursuing degrees
diplomas in May, while 325 students walked
in international relations,
across the stage during the December 2004
psychology, electrical engineering,
graduation ceremony.
corporate financial management,
political science, English,
multinational organization studies
past include United States Chief Justice
and biology.
William H. Rehnquist, and Supreme
Also, the St. Mary's University
Court Justices Sandra Day
Delta Pi chapter of the Beta Beta Beta
Academic Exhibition
O'Connor, John Paul
National Biological Honor Society
Showcases Students'
Stevens, Ruth Bader
once again earned first place and the
Talents
Ginsburg
and
Antonin
Scalia.
Chapter History Award at the South
More than 170 students
Central Region District Convention.
participated in the sixth
Students at St. Mary's can participate
Students Succeed
annual Undergraduate
in undergraduate research and
in Myriad Arenas
Research Symposium and
currently are conducting progressive
For the second straight
Creative Activities
research and using critically emerging
year,
St.
Mary's
sent
a
Exhibition held April 2 in
technology
in bioengineering and
Students
in
Free
Enterprise
Bill Greehey Arena as
biology.
team to the SIFE National
part of Homecoming
And this past spring, The Rattler
Championship. Fifteen
Weekend 2005. The
student
newspaper garnered some 30
St.
Mary's
students
competed
program, which included
awards
for
excellence in journalism.
at
the
SIFE
regional
contest
more than 60 abstracts
in Dallas, winning individual prizes in
representing all undergraduate
two of the four
disciplines, enhances St. Mary's
categories, and earning
heritage of academic excellence and
them $2,500 in the
Young Scientists
encourages innovation in education by
process. In Kansas
Experience
presenting various forms of
City, the students
scholarship.
'Fiesta of Physics'
competed for the
St. Mary's Society of
national overall team
Innsbruck Institute Reaches
Physics Students hosted
championship against
20-Year Milestone
several hundred area
the other regional
This summer the St. Mary's
middle and high school
champions, as well as
University Institute on World Legal
students in Bill Greehey
for individual awards.
Problems in Innsbruck, Austria,
Arena
at the Fiesta of
SIFE team members
marked its 20th anniversary.
Physics,
an annual science
teach entrepreneurship,
The Hon. Richard Goldstone,
show
that
brings physics to
market
economics,
recently retired from the Constitutional
business
ethics
and
the
local
community
Court of South Africa, was the
financial skills to
through interactive
Distinguished Visiting Jurist at the
people
of
all
ages
in
experiments
and
Institute. Other distinguished jurists
their communities.
demonstrations.
who have taught at the Institute in the

alumni and their
friends and family,
as well as the
general public.
Shop the
Christmas markets
of Germany and
Switzerland, Dec.
3-11, escorted by
Miller, a former
Fulbright Fellow in
Germany, who
lived, studied and
taught for seven years in
Switzerland and Austria. Miller is
fluent in both
St. Mary's University Travel Service
French and
German.
For additional
information
including price
quotes, or if you
would like St.
Mary's to organize a tour for your
group, please contact Miller at
(210) 436-3918, or e-mail
cmiller2@stmarytx.edu.
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1995-2003, is chairman and co
founder of Operational Technologies
Corp., one of the fastest-growing
Hispanic-owned high-tech companies
of the 1990s.

Three Involved Alumni Garner Top Award
Honored as 2005 Distinguished Alumni by the St. Mary's University
Alumni Association during Homecoming Weekend were (from left):
Robert L. Elizondo (B.S. '67), retired United Parcel Service senior vice
president for Latin American and Caribbean operations and a St. Mary's
trustee; Paul K. Biever (B.A. '63), executive director of Crosspoint Inc.,
a residential program of re-socialization for individuals coming out of
correctional and/or health care facilities, and former Alumni Association
president, trustee, and Fiesta Oyster Bake chairman; and Robert E.
Engberg (B.B.A. '60), president of Capitol Aggregates, a subsidiary of the
Zachry Group, and former St. Mary's trustee and president of the
Alumni Association.

Among the top awards: National
Headliner Award for first place,
Distinguished College Journalism;
second place, Best All-Around Non
Daily Newspaper from the Society of
Professional Journalists Mark of
Excellence Awards; third place,
Newspaper of the Year from the
Associated Collegiate Press; third
place, Best of Show from the Texas
Intercollegiate Press Association; and
more than two dozen awards issued to
individual editors, staff writers and
photographers.

■ Newmakers

Four Added
to St. Mary's Board
The St. Mary's Board of Trustees
welcomes four members, two of whom
are newly elected and two who
previously served as trustees.
Joining the board is William H.

William H. Combs Ill

Hon. Sandee Bryan
Marion

Combs III (B.A. '70) of Wyomissing,
Pa., retired owner and senior vice
president of BIW Tamaqua Cable, an
industrial cable manufacturer and
supplier founded by the Combs family.
Also new to the board is the Hon.
Sandee Bryan Marion (J.D. '80), an
associate justice of the Texas Fourth
Court of Appeals. A third-generation
Rotarian, Bryan Marion in 1998
became the first female president of
the Rotary Club of San Antonio, the
second largest club in the country.
Re-joining the board after a short
hiatus are Robert L. "Bob" Elizondo
(B.S. '67), and Max Navarro (B.A.
'77, M.A. '80), both of San Antonio.
Elizondo, a trustee from 1995-2004,
retired in 2001 from United Parcel
Service as Miami-based vice president
for Operations America. He was a
2005 St. Mary's Alumni Association
Distinguished Alumnus. Navarro, who
served as a St. Mary's trustee from

Robert L. "Bob"
Elizondo

Three University Officers
Re-appointed
Three members of St. Mary's
executive team have been re
appointed. They are: David Manuel,
Ph.D., vice president for Academic
Affairs; Kathy Sisoian, vice president
for Student Development; and the Rev.
Bernard Lee, S.M., Th.D., vice
president for Mission and Identity.
Manuel, St. Mary's chief academic
officer, has been a catalyst for the
University's long-term success in
implementing Vision 2006, St. Mary's
strategic plan for growth and
development.
Sisoian, a proven leader in student
development, and her staff work
creatively to accomplish the successful
integration of academic achievement
and campus life that St. Mary's
students need and deserve to
experience a meaningful holistic
education.
Lee, whose title has been changed
from assistant chancellor to vice
president for Mission and Identity,
works with the University's top
administration to give a deeper
Marianist identity to St. Mary's
educational mission.
Six Veteran Faculty
Earn Their Retirement
The 2004-2005 academic year saw
six popular longtime faculty members
retire. Their teaching at St. Mary's
totals 175 years of service. Opting for
well-deserved retirement (and years at
St. Mary's) are: Sue Bentch,
supervising attorney at the Center for
Legal and Social Justice (14); Brother
William Chewning, S.M., associate
professor of chemistry (28); the Rev.
John A. Leies, S.M., Th.D., professor
of theology (31); Brother Jerome Matz,
S.M., Ph.D., professor of sociology
(36); Sharon McMahon, professor of
fine arts (27); and Sam Thompson,
Ph.D., professor of mathematics (39).

Max Navarro
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Walle Receives
Prestigious Award

Sister Grace Walle, F.M.I.,
University minister for the School of
Law, has been awarded the 2005
Reverend Charles Forsyth Award by
the national Catholic Campus Ministry
Association.
The award is the most prestigious
that the national association confers on
a campus minister. Forsyth was a
leader in campus ministry for three
decades. Beginning as a Newman
Center Chaplain after World War II, he
became nationally known for his
commitment to campus ministry.
Author Wins National
Award
Diane Gonzales
Bertrand, writer-in
residence at St. Mary's,
has won the Schneider
Family Book Award for
best picture book for
young children from the
American Library Association for
"My Pal, Victor/Mi Amigo, Victor."
Hernandez Honored
by Hispanic Leadership

Andy Hernandez, executive director
of St. Mary's 21" Century Leadership
Center, was honored last March by the
United States Hispanic Leadership
Institute for his contributions to the
Hispanic community. Hernandez
received the institute's lifetime
achievement award at the Hispanic
Leadership Conference in Chicago. He
directs leadership development
programs offered to St. Mary's
students, as well as high school
students and civic and community
leaders.
St. Mary's Archivist
Preserves Laredo
History

Brother Robert D.
Wood, S.M., head of
St. Mary's University
Special Collections housed
in the Louis J. Blume
Library, catalogs and
protects an untold number of
resources, including the Laredo
Archives. With them at his disposal,
Wood has written an award-winning
book, "Life in Laredo: A Documentary
History of Laredo."

6
I..

In March, Wood received the Webb
County Heritage Foundation Award
and was further honored with a San
Antonio Conservation Society
Publications Award.
Wood, who celebrated 60 years as a
Marianist this past spring, has written
eight books on history, religion and
archaeology.

■ Good Deeds

Food and Wine Benefit
Supports Marian Scholarship

In June, Jim St. Ville (B.A. '79) and
his wife, Kim, hosted a fund-raising
event at their home in Aspen, Colo.,
which coincided with the Food &
Wine Magazine Classic and a visit
from world-famous chefs, including
Jacques Pepin.

renovation project at the St. Mary's
School of Law with a $300,000
challenge grant that will enhance
technology. The grant kicks off the
school's fund-raising initiative for the
$1.6 million project, which includes
classroom and building improvements
and a redesigned and improved
courtroom with 21st century
technology components.
Club Sembradores de Amistad
Continues Scholarship
Tradition

In May members of the Club
Sembradores de Amistad presented a
check to St. Mary's in support of their
scholarship fund. Club Sembradores
gave its first gift to St. Mary's in 1978.
With that and subsequent
contributions, an endowment has been

A fund-raising event
hosted by Jim (B.A.
'79) and Kim St.
Ville, and attended
by 50 alumni and
friends of St. Mary's,
showcased gourmet
cuisine matched
with fine wines
while raising money
for scholarships.

The idea for the event came from
St. Ville, who wanted to do something
unique to benefit St Mary's. Executive
chef Stuart Brioza and pastry chef
Nicole Krasinski of the San Francisco
restaurant, Rubicon, volunteered their
expertise in the kitchen. California
winery ZD Wines donated numerous
bottles of wine, which master
sommelier Larry Stone perfectly
matched for each course.
Some 50 guests attended the event
to help raise more than $40,000 for the
Marian Health Care Scholarship
Endowment, which benefits students
majoring in the biological sciences.
SBC Foundation Lends Support
to Moot Courtroom

The SBC Foundation announced its
of the moot courtroom

support

established from which scholarships
are awarded annually to support
several undergraduate students from
Bexar County who have maintained
high academic standards.
Since 1961, Club Sembradores'
mission has been to raise scholarship
funds for deserving students in San
Antonio. The organization has given
nearly $900,000 to St. Mary's and five
other local institutions of higher
learning in San Antonio.
San Antonio Livestock
Exposition Ponies Up

For the fourth consecutive year the
San Antonio Livestock Exposition Inc.
has awarded St. Mary's $100,000 in
support of 10 four-year scholarships
for students majoring in the biological
sciences. The organization, which
supports 30 scholarships, will see the
first of its scholars graduate next May.

The partnership between S.A.L.E.
and St. Mary's promotes academic
excellence within the field of
biological sciences and solidifies the
ideal of a commitment to service.
Several of the graduating S.A.L.E.
scholars plan to pursue research and
medical studies that will enable them
to serve their community.

Foundations Help Make Latina
Letters I 0-Year Celebration
Possible

A grant from the Rio Grande Fund
and Valley View Trust of the San
Antonio Area Foundation was awarded
to St. Mary's in support of the 10th
Anniversary of the Latina Letters
Conference (see item in Short Subjects
on page 3).
For the fourth consecutive
year, Tino (B.A. '63, M.S.
'77) and Millie Duran funded
a grant to the conference
through their La Prensa
Foundation. In addition to
Latina Letters, the Durans
have lent their support to
scholarship assistance for
St. Mary's students.
Other conference sponsors included
the National Endowment for the Arts,
the Minnie Stevens Piper Foundation,
City of San Antonio Office of Cultural
Affairs, KVDA Telemundo 60, Trinity
University, Wings Press, Southwest
Airlines and the San Antonio Express
News.

Dialogue Dinners

On Friday, April 8, Michael T.
Hernandez (B.B.A. '82, M.B.A. '87),
vice president of housing and
community development at Fannie
Mae, hosted a reception and dinner in
Dallas for President Charles L. Cotrell,
Ph.D., and St. Mary's donors from the
area. The event, underwritten by
Fannie Mae, was one of several hosted
by alumni throughout the United
States.
Dialogue dinners and similar
activities allow the president to meet
St. Mary's donors from around the
country. If you or your company
would be interested in hosting a
reception, please contact the
Development Office at (210) 4363718.

Sister Ann Semel
Scholarship Fund
Closing in on Goal

Sister Ann Semel,
S.S.N.D., Ph.D., the first
female teacher in the
humanities and the third full
time female faculty member
at St. Mary's, has a
scholarship named in her honor.
The Sister Ann Semel Scholarship
Fund stands at almost $14,000, with
the goal to raise the $25,000 needed to
endow the fund by the fall. Recipients
of the scholarship will be academically
qualified undergraduate students with
demonstrated financial need who are

Heritage Club Class of '55 Comes Through
Greg Crane (B.B.A. '55), left, gift chairman of the Heritage Club Class of
1955 and former chairman of the St. Mary's Board of Trustees, presents
President Charles L. Cotrell, Ph.D., with a check for more than $58,000
that was raised by Crane and his fellow classmates.

majoring in English.
Semel continues to teach and
invites former students to stop by for a
visit. To make a contribution to the
scholarship, contact the Development
Office at (210) 436-3718.

Matching Gifts
Double the amount of your gift to
St. Mary's with a matching gift
from your employer. Many
companies sponsor dollar-for
dollar matching gift programs to
encourage employees to support
their colleges and universities.
Check with your human resource
office today to see about
maximizing your gift to St. Mary's,
or call St. Mary's Advancement
Services at (210) 436-3802 for
more information.
Marianist Gifts Fund Faith
Based Programs and Build
Scholarship Endowments

The Marianist Council of the
Society of Mary Province of the
United States has awarded a $200,000
grant to support several faith-based
programs for the 2005-2006 academic
year.
Funds from the grant will be
allocated among four specific
programs, including tuition assistance
for teachers from Marianist Education
Consortium schools; financial support
for the development of programs that
enhance the Marianist and Catholic
nature of St. Mary's; tuition
scholarships for professed Marianists;
and scholarships for students from
Marianist high schools.
Through the generous and
consistent support from the Marianist
Province, St. Mary's continues to
foster a culture that is defined by the
Marianist commitment to academic
excellence and service to community.
The Marianist Residence
community continued their long
standing tradition of supporting
scholarship assistance to
St. Mary's students with a recent gift
to the Brother Thomas J. Treadaway,
S.M. Scholarship and the Robert H.
Briggs Chemistry Scholarship Fund.
The Treadaway Scholarship was
established in memory of Brother
Thomas Treadaway, a former registrar.
Recipients, selected by the Marianist
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Community Scholarship Committee,
are awarded funds based upon their
scholastic achievements and
demonstrated financial need.
The Robert H. Briggs Chemistry
Scholarship Fund was established by
Mrs. Robert H. Briggs in the early
1970s in memory of her husband.
Recipients of the awards are chemistry
students who demonstrate academic
excellence.

Support St. Mary's Today!
The Office of University
Development introduces an enhanced
Web site to help our alumni and
friends learn more about the many
ways to support St. Mary's. In our
pursuit to advance the Marianist
mission of educating and enhancing
the lives of our students, we have
developed a more user friendly Web
site.
Now it is easier for donors to
support programs such as the
St. Mary's Fund, endowed chairs and
scholarships, and capital improvement
projects. The new site offers more
options to make gifts online. Please
visit www.stmarytx.edu/development
to see the new and improved Web site.

■

Sports Corner
Zeleznak Steps into
Meyer's Sneakers

James Zeleznak (B.A. '79) is
the new head men's basketball
coach for the Rattlers. He
replaces Herman "Buddy" Meyer
who retired at the end of May.
Zeleznakjoined the Rattler
coaching staff 27 years ago as
Meyer's assistant and the
women's softball coach. During
his tenure as assistant men's basketball
coach, he served as chief recruiter and
on-floor practice supervisor. He helped
St. Mary's win 16 conference titles and
the 1989 NAIA National title.
As head softball coach, a position
he held from 1979 to 1994, Zeleznak
led the team to the 1986 NAIA
National Championship, the first in the
University's history. That same year he
earned National Coach of the Year
honors from the NAIA.
Zeleznak also coached men's golf
in the late 1990s.
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Rattler Readers

Amanda McKenzie, a junior pitcher on the Rattler softball team, reads
to children at an elementary school in Salem, Va., where the Rattlers
placed 5th in the 2005 NCAA Division II National Softball Championship
tournament.
Tennis Teams Excel
Both the 2004-2005 St. Mary's
men's and women's tennis teams
received All Academic Team honors
from the Intercollegiate Tennis
Association (ITA) for high academic
achievement.
Additionally four players, Ryan
Snider, David Trevino, Hayley Harris
and Alison Pino, were named ITA All
Academic Scholar Athletes.
ITA is the governing body for
collegiate tennis.

Softball
The Rattlers finished No. 5.in the
nation in 2005. The team won the
South Central Regional championship
for the third time in the past four years
after picking up its fifth consecutive
Heartland Conference championship.
The squad traveled to Salem, Va.,
for the NCAA Division II national
finals where they beat Kennesaw State
11-6 in a game in which the Rattlers
broke the national finals record for
home runs in a game (5). The team
then dropped two games to finish with
a 49-11 record.
Coach Donna Fields garnered
Heartland Conference Coach of the
Year honors for the fifth straight time,
and she and assistant coach Kym Kling
were named South Central Regional
Coaches of the Year by the National
Fastpitch Coaches Association.
Senior Liz Beyer was named
Division II Catcher of the Year for the
nation and a first-team All-American.

Senior third baseman Roni Garcia
picked up first-team All-American
honors, while junior shortstop Tiffani
Craft earned second-team All
American honors and freshman pitcher
Malissa Magee earned third-team
honors.

Golf
Senior Nicole Wyne captured
Golfer of the Year honors for the
Heartland Conference. She helped the
Rattlers to a third-place finish in the
West Regional tournament held in
Bellingham, Wash.
The men's golf team finished fourth
in the South Central Regional held in
Valdosta, Ga.

Heartland Conference Changes
The Heartland Conference will
have a new look for 2005-2006.
Western New Mexico and Montana
State-Billings join the conference from
the Pacific West Conference, while
Drury and Rockhurst leave the
Heartland to join the Great Lakes
Athletic Conference.

'Sssssssssssss'-tay Tuned for
Live Broadcasts
For the second year, Rattler sports
will be available live on the Internet.
Go to www.rattlerathletics.com and
click on Sounds from the Snake Pit.
Home games for volleyball, men's and
women's soccer, men's and women's
basketball, baseball and softball will be
broadcast. ■
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f it weren't for
University Health
George B.
System as vice
Hernandez Jr.,
president of legal
now the president and
services, serving as
chief executive officer
general counsel for
of University Health
the system, its HMO
System, the entrance
and other subsidiary
to the Bexar County
organizations. He
Adult Detention
became second in
Center might be
command in 2000
facing the railroad
when he was named
tracks instead of a
executive vice
public stre.et.
president-assistant
At the time,
administrator. He
Hernandez (B.A. '74)
assumed his current
was chief of the civil
position in January.
section in the Bexar
County District
Extending Life of
Attorney's office
University Hospital
and advised
One of the most
Commissioners Court
pressing issues he
on legal matters.
faces at the University
When the final architectural plans were
Health System is extending the life of
him. Professors Bill Crane, Charles
up for a vote, Hernandez pointed out
University Hospital, a Level I trauma
Cotrell and Larry Downing "were
that the facility faced the tracks with
center and the primary teaching
probably responsible for my changing
the back of the building fronting the
hospital for The University of Texas
majors from math to political science. I
street. While that might have made it
Health Science Center at San Antonio.
found you have to go with your
easier for sheriff's deputies and police
Built in 1968, Hernandez says he is
passion, and they really stirred that in
officers to drop prisqners off at the jail,
continually working on ways to
me," he says. "They were demanding
it seemed silly to Hernandez that a
improve and extend the hospital's
teachers and prolific readers. If you
taxpayer-financed building would
resources and effectiveness.
not face the street. The court
At the same time, he is
"They were demanding teachers
quickly agreed and approved the
extremely proud that only 32
plans with the stipulation that the
and prolific readers. If you can get percent of the hospital's budget
building be turned 180 degrees.
comes from taxpayers. He recently
college students to read, that is
testified on a bill before the Texas
Legislature that could have cost
Alum's Attention to Detail
the opening of the mind. Those
San Antonio taxpayers $16 million
Carves Career Path
people
really
challenged
me:•
if
certain provisions had remained
While that wasn't the beginning
as it was written.
of Hernandez's foray into public
"We are all public servants here.
can get college students to read, that is
policy management, it exemplifies his
Part of my job is to inform people
the opening of the mind. Those people
attention to detail which he showed
about issues. Being on top of issues
really challenged me."
even as a student at St. Mary's.
that affect us and the taxpayers is
Hernandez went on to get his law
"I remember George being a very
extremely important," he says, adding,
degree from George Washington
curious person," says Henry Flores,
"I am blessed with a great staff. We
University and began his career as an
Ph.D., dean of the Graduate School
are always trying to find better, less
assistant city attorney for San Antonio.
and a classmate of Hernandez when
expensive ways to do things."
It was then that he helped shape the
they were undergraduates. "He was
Flores, for one, thinks Hernandez is
city skyline as he worked on urban
always trying to broaden his education
up to the task. "George is a steadying
renewal projects such as Rivercenter
and had a very meticulous and detailed
person. He has a very broad
Mall and the Hyatt Regency
approach to whatever he did."
understanding
of the issues, and knows
downtown.
Hernandez's fondness for
exactly where he is going. He does his
"I got involved in management
preciseness is likely the reason he
homework before he makes any
issues back then by working closely
started as a math major at St. Mary's.
decision. I think his approach to issues
with the management team of the
"I was always good at math," he
is exactly suited to his position." ■
city," including Assistant City
says, adding that he switched to
Manager Alex Briseno, he says.
political science after several
From the city he moved to the
professors lit a different fire under
Bexar County District Attorney's
office, and then in 1990, joined the
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he tools of technology
continue to revolutionize
college life. Now that
St. Mary's students are wired
just about anywhere on
campus, and some are equipped with
the latest in hi-tech gadgetry, being
computer savvy just isn't enough.
Today's students usually tackle
technology with precision, refining
their computer skills to become
multimedia experts who can
manipulate video clips, take high
quality digital photographs, design
effective presentation templates or
create thrilling interactive electronic
portfolios.
Some St. Mary's students are
determined to uphold the
communications challenge. But they're
not doing it alone. The staff of the
Academic Imaging and Media Center
(AIMC) is now charged with providing
students the best instructions and
newest tools.
The media center recently merged
from two separate departments-the
Learning Resources Center and the
Audio Visual Depository. As

technology evolves, the center
continues to expand its services and
strengthen its student focus.
A grant from the Albert and
Margaret Alkek Foundation made
renovations possible on the first floor
of the Louis J. Blume Library, where
the media center also boasts a new
digital media lab.
Since the center's opening last year,
students have been taking advantage of
new PC and Mac computers which
contain the most up-to-date multimedia
software, says Blume Library Director
H. Palmer Hall, Ph.D.
"This is an important student lab for
making the already successful laptop
program an even more integral part of
student work," Hall says. "The FIT
(Faculty Instructional Technology)
Lab is great for training faculty
members; the AIMC complements that
by training students."
Students are now able to check out
audiovisual equipment without faculty
permission. They also can sign out
digital still and video cameras once
they have completed an orientation
workshop, which gives students better
opportunities to prepare for
presentations.

Offering High-Tech Services

The renovated facility is wireless
and the computers are on wheels,
which allows the media lab to operate
on the concept of "desired paths,"
meaning that students can move the
systems to work where they are most
comfortable. Special audio booths
have been added to support editing and
recording audio. It allows for
mentoring and conducting workshops
in multiple locations. Currently two
workshops are offered daily.
Custom workshops also are created
to suit individual class needs or student
interest. Professionals from the
community have offered their support
to teach, coach and mentor our
students who are learning to become
proficient in a variety of software
applications. Specifically, students are
using Adobe Creative Suite, which
contains popular programs like
Photoshop, Acrobat and Illustrator, or
Adobe Standard Video Collection to
edit with Premiere using a PC. The
new Mac GS computers with dual
monitors are equipped with Final Cut
Pro. Macromedia MX Studio 2004

with that kind of
equipment before. I
was given
explanations on
how to edit. Then
they put me to work
Students majoring in a variety of
on my own to start
gaining
programs recognize that adding
experience."
these skills to their resumes will
Throughout the
year, several
make them more marketable.
student projects
involving the
creation of
interactive
electronic
portfolios have
snowballed. Many
English
communication arts
majors traditionally
work with
videotape, making
this type of media
skill difficult to
illustrate for an
employer. Nichol
Rodriguez (B.A.
'05) perfected her
portfolio which showcased her work
with Flash Professional is accessible
with election coverage and voice-over
on all computers, whereas several
work for the Department of
copies of Quark Express and Adobe
Psychology.
Director and Authorware also are
Students are mentoring each other
available for more advanced designing
through the lab. A computer science
and publishing.
major doing extensive programming
for his electronic resume may partner
Works in Progress
with another student with writing and
It's not unusual to see five or six
design experience. This opportunity
groups working on various projects.
helps students in multiple disciplines
Students who are using the resources at
learn to rely on each other just like
the media lab are not just English
they will in the business world.
communication arts majors. Students
Luke Cosby, who graduated with a
majoring in a variety of programs
degree in speech communications in
recognize that adding these skills to
May, was in the lab this summer
their resumes will make them more
working with a Flash-based template
marketable.
for his portfolio. After watching Cosby
Miguel Chavarro, a sophomore
create an impressive compilation of his
majoring in English communication
academic and extracurricular efforts,
arts, says his dream is to piece a
Tanya Navalta, a sophomore majoring
television program or movie
in biology, began preparing a portfolio
together-all the way from shooting,
to help her apply to dental schools. A
to editing, and finally presenting it to
multimedia portfolio will give her the
an audience.
opportunity to demonstrate her
"The AIMC at St. Mary's has given
experience observing a dentist who
me hope," Chavarro says. "The
used a tiny camera pen to take pictures
learning lab gives me a good learning
of his patients' teeth and explain
experience, since I have never worked
diagnoses.

Supporting Students' Needs

Some students have challenged the
AIMC staff to address special concerns
and requests. Irina Alekseyeva, an
international student from Russia
majoring in music who prefers one
specific computer, required a keyboard
mapped with Russian characters,
which allowed her to create interactive
forms in Adobe Acrobat and helped
her with some paperwork she needed
to complete in Russian.
Another student, Ioana Baluna, a
May 2005 graduate with a degree in
biology, came in often to scan and
create PDF study tools for her student
biology group. She learned how to add
tips and other comments to her
scanned notes, giving her the
opportunity to combine her passion for
biology with her desire to teach.
Gloria Gallardo (B.A. '05) says
working in the media center
complemented the curriculum of the
English communication arts program.
It also gave her the hands-on
experience she sought to make her a
competitive candidate for jobs and
internships.
The new laboratory supports the
University's increasing integration of
computing and technology in the
curriculum, catering to student needs
and preparing them well for promising
careers. ■

Kathe Lehman-Meyer (pictured working with
students in bottom photo at left) directs the
recently dedicated St. Mary's University Academic
Imaging and Media Center. Since earning both her
bachelor's degree in broadcast management and
master's degree in international communications
from Ohio University, Lehman-Meyer worked as a
freelance producer, director of technical
communications, creative services manager,
television writer/producer, and vice president of a
national company before joining the St. Mary's
community in 2002.

11

the opportunity to get
information on things
through the general
media."
One of his favorite
columns came out
under the headline,
"Dolly, Ewe and Me,"
in which he discussed
the ethical implications
of cloning.
Leies grew up on
Chicago's North Side
within six blocks of the
site of the St.
Valentine's Day
Massacre where
mobsters gunned down
seven rival gang
members in 1929. Six
blocks in another
direction is the
Biograph Theater
where Leies spent a lot
of time as a child
watching the newest
movies. He recalls
running there as fast as
he could early one
morning to look at
blood in the alley next
to the theater after
federal agents shot
John Dillinger to death
in 1934.

Marianist
Inspiration

But what most
inspired him as a boy
and young man were
the Marianist teachers
at St. Michael's High
School, including
Brother Ed Goerdt, his
high school history teacher, who later
became superintendent of schools for
the Archdiocese of San Antonio. Two
of his uncles, also Marianists,
influenced his decision to join the
order. Both now deceased, the Rev.
John G. Leies, a theology professor,
and Brother Herbert Leies, a sociology
professor, served at St. Mary's for
many years. Leies Residence Hall on
campus is named after them.
At age 18, Leies became a
Marianist and was ordained 12 years
later.

Prior to coming to St. Mary's,
Leies' many responsibilities took him
far and wide, including Switzerland,
Mexico, Austria and Peru. He has
taught in several U.S. Marianist
schools including Don Bosco High
School in Milwaukee and Chaminade
College Prep in St. Louis.
As part of the distance-learning
program at St. Mary's, Leies has
taught theology via satellite and
telephone connections in Austin,
Corpus Christi, Laredo and Waco.

Engages Students

Leies works hard to engage students
and keep his teaching relevant. In his
class, "Contemporary Catholic Moral
Life," he uses current issues-war,
capital punishment, reproductive
technology, abortion, cloning-that
people continually face in modem
society. "Everybody's interested in
these issues," he says, adding that he
gauges students' interest in certain
topics to ensure their involvement in
discussion of the issues.
"You can tell which topics are of
interest to them. You have to keep
open to ideas on the issues that you
think will engage them in the
discussion," he adds.
He teaches both undergraduate and
graduate level courses.
"There are two different levels of
satisfaction between undergraduate
and graduate courses. In graduate
courses we can engage in a deeper
conversation because students have
more background to draw on," he says.
"Undergraduates don't have the
background. They don't have a lot of
life experience, and in that sense it is a
little easier. They also laugh at your
jokes more."

Thought-Provoking Jokes

In a discussion on man's
disobedience to God, for example,
Leies tells the class that Adam and his
son, Abel, were walking by the Garden
of Eden one day when Abel asks what
was behind the wall. "That's the place
your mother ate us out of house and
home," Adam says.
In another thought-provoking
moment Leies tells the class that, "the
problem with the Garden of Eden is
not the apple in the tree, it's the pair
underneath."
Students over the years have
changed in many ways, he reflected.

"When I first got here, there was a
lot of student activism. They didn't
care about grades as much. Students
now are almost too worried about their
grades. They're all trying to get into
professional school," Leies says.
His colleagues, too, benefited from
his sage advice and unflinching work
schedule over the years.
"He challenged all of us to excel as
teachers and mentors to St. Mary's
students," says Charles L. Cotrell,
Ph.D., president of St. Mary's. "His
contribution to the University and
society as a whole has been
immeasurable, and we will all continue
to reap the benefits of his life's work. I
am sure there are many times he was
out doing things for the University
when he would have been just as
happy at home reading a good book."

Marianist Trust

While he won't be as immersed in
daily University affairs, Leies will
continue to be active with the
Marianist Trust, which provides
student scholarships.
The trust was set up in 1972 to
"further the educational mission of
St. Mary's University," Leies says. It
was funded through the salaries of
Marianist brothers and priests, whose
donations of more than $2 million have
grown to more than $7 million through
investments of stocks and bonds. This
year alone, the Marianists are turning
over nearly $340,000 to the trust.
· The Marianist Trust funds a variety
of scholarships to the University,
including many of the President's
scholarships and scholarships for
graduate theology students and the
Catholic School Leadership program.
It also pays for all the expenses of the
Marianist Leadership Program,
including 15 new scholarships each
year to students in the program who
seek to learn more of the Marianist
spirit through faith formation and
service learning.
For the past eight years Leies has
served as coordinator of the board that
oversees the trust.
Although Leies might not be
engaged as much in the daily life of
students, faculty and staff at St. Mary's
as he has for the past 31 years, his
legacy will continue in many ways. ■
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Editor's Note: Henry Flores, Ph.D., who has taught
political science at St. Mary's University since 1983.
was appointed as dean of the Graduate School in
2004. In the following Q&A. Flores shares his vision
f
o graduate education at St. Mary's and how
advanced degrees rramform scholars, cultivate
leaders of industry and the public sector, and prepare
those who pursue still higher levels of education.

Wha do you want to accomplish
as dean of the Graduate School at
St. Mary:'s University? What are
some important challenges you
face at the Graduate School?

A. Elevating the quality of a graduate

education and broadly enhancing the
school's reputation is part of the vision
I have for the Graduate School, as well
as stabilizing and increasing
enrollments across all programs.
The presence of St. Mary's Graduate
School in our community must be
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highlighted more and more. We also
must establish ourselves as a school
that produces students who meet the
needs of our community-whether it's
in the private or public sectors-with
career-enhancing degrees based on the
latest research and methodological
innovations.
The most immediate challenge is the
need to increase and stabilize
enrollments and to generate resources
that will allow our faculty to raise the
level of their scholarship.

Q. What are some of the
strengths and examples of
excellence at the Graduate
School?

A. Some of the Graduate School's

strengths can be found in several
surprising areas. Generally, our
strengths are seen in the enrollments of

our signature programs such as the
international relations and MBA
programs or in the doctoral programs
in community counseling or marriage
and family therapy. However, our
faculty also has helped enhance the
University's reputation throughout the
country and region through the
coordination of certain scholarly and
teaching programs.
For example, the annual Latina
Letters Conference, founded and
coordinated by Gwendolyn Diaz,
Ph.D., graduate director of the English
literature and language program, has
quickly gained national recognition.
This year the conference marked its
10"' anniversary and featured the
renowned Latina author Sandra
Cisneros as the headliner. The
conference has a growing scholarly
reputation, drawing some first-rate
scholars who present groundbreaking
research.

The children's Summer Reading
Program, spearheaded by Neva
Davenport, Ph.D., graduate director of
the reading program, also is well
respected locally, enrolling about 40
students in grades 1 through 6 who
"celebrate reading" through the
enrichment program each summer. I
see these types of programs as adding
to the growing list of strengths of our
Graduate School.

■ Focused more recruitment efforts
toward our undergraduate students by
promoting five-year programs in
communication studies, English
literature and language, international
relations, political science and public
administration

Q. What are your recruitment

In the future, I plan to explore
expanding online programs for
graduate students where appropriate
and feasible. We'll also work to obtain
resources to encourage faculty
development, and restructure graduate
programs to better suit industry and
market needs.

goals and how do you pian to fulfill
them?

A. My initial recruitment goal is to

put into place a strategy that integrates
advertising and sound enrollment
management techniques to generate a
stable recruitment stream. In absolute
numbers, I would like to have
Graduate School enrollment stabilized
between 770 and 800 students
annually. Nevertheless, I am seeking to
not just generate higher enrollment
figures but also to increase the quality
of students we have applying and
attending our school.

Q. What changes have you

implemented since becoming
dean? What other changes do you
plan to make in the future?

A. To accomplish our goals, some
changes that have been instituted
include:

■ Reorganizing advertising in
newsprint and on the Internet
■ Encouraging more staff input by
organizing monthly staff meetings
■ Expanded the legislative format of
the Graduate Council through the
reorganization of the agenda
■ Reorganized some administrative
functions to increase efficiency and
responsiveness of staff

■ Created an Enrollment Management
Program that will allow for more
accurate forecasting of enrollments

Q. What have you learned so far?
What do you see in the future for
St. Mary's Graduate Scool?
A. I learned to develop an

understanding of my span and scope of
authority and how to use it. A leader
must be careful to exercise authority
judiciously, or he or she jeopardizes
their effectiveness and legitimacy. I've
also discovered how the University
reaches decisions. In the past I thought
I knew, but now I have gained a better
appreciation of why certain things
happen in just the way they do here at
St. Mary's.
Extra-disciplinary experiences such
as internships or practica help boost
the Graduate School's social role,
bringing together our students and the
greater San Antonio area to be a part of
the St. Mary's community. I have
learned to listen to our students more; I
try to always make them feel that each
and every one of their concerns is the
most important concern in the world
before rendering any decision.
I strongly believe that the future of
the Graduate School at St. Mary's is
bright. I see the Graduate School
growing quantitatively and
qualitatively in a manner that will
enhance St. Mary's already excellent
reputation. ■
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Chairman:
Bake Coming Off Record-Setting Year,
Looks to 90th Installment
by Joe Carreon (B.B.A. '82), 2006 Fiesta Oyster Bake Committee Chairman
"Joe, get me some rope," I heard
someone yell through the din on a
warm, humid day in April 1984 as the
campus of St. Mary's University was
buzzing with preparations for that
year's Oyster Bake. Forklifts moved
pallets of charcoal, beer cups, fencing
and barbecue pits. Ice trucks moved
into position and all seemed ready at

the Pecan Grove pavilion for the first
band of the day.
Doug Cross, chairman of the Oyster
Bake that year-and the guy who
wanted the rope-was heading my
way with a determined look on his
face. I was working in Alumni
Relations at the time, so it was part of
my job to help the Oyster Bake
Chairman with whatever he needed. I
didn't know if he wanted to use the
rope on me, himself, or something or
someone else, but I never did find any
that day. Now, whenever I see him,
Doug tells me, "Joe, get me some
rope."
This year, 22 years after working
my first Bake, I have the privilege of
serving as the chairman of the 90.,
anniversary of the Fiesta Oyster Bake.
It would have been impossible to
predict that a casual gathering in 1916
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of a few dozen alumni with a few
bushels of oysters on the banks of the
San Antonio River would develop into
the high-profile, well-organized fund
raising event the Fiesta Oyster Bake is
today. From that modest beginning, the
Bake has evolved into one of the
largest events of San Antonio's Fiesta
Week which celebrates Texas'
independence from Mexico.

More important is how this finely
tuned celebration impacts St. Mary's
University, our students, alumni and
the community.
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Under the great leadership of
dozens of chairmen over the past 89
years-most recently last year's
chairman, Corinne Vela-Zapata
(B.B.A. '82), who was the first woman
to pilot the event-along with the
excellent planning of the executive
committee and the Alumni Relations
staff, not to mention near-perfect
weather, we broke both revenue and
attendance records last year, grossing
some $1.9 million.
That revenue will allow us to give
70 scholarships totaling nearly

$273,000 to St. Mary's students this
coming academic year. Additionally,
the success of the Bake over the years
allowed the Alumni Association to
make a leadership gift of $3.1 million
for the Alumni Athletics &
Convocation Center and, this year
alone, to sponsor 16 successful alumni
receptions across the country.

And finally, without the Fiesta
Oyster Bake, we would not be able to
bring so many diverse people from the
University, city and region together on
our campus to uniquely commemorate
a historic Texas event and raise funds
for scholarships and programs.
I am excited to take on the
challenge of making the 2006 Fiesta
Oyster Bake a financial success and a
memorable milestone in the
University's history. I especially like
working with the 7,000 volunteers who
contribute more than 50,000 hours to
making the Bake a success.
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Each year, as we begin to prepare for
the next Bake, we build on what has
worked in the past. But, we also are
constantly looking for ways to enhance
the event's appeal. For example, in the

early- and mid-1980s, the planning
committee began expanding the
grounds of the Fiesta Oyster Bake
beyond the traditional Pecan Grove
locale, allowing more room for Fiesta
Week revelers to spend their money.
Then in 1990, the decision was made
to maximize event start-up expenses
(like rental of staging, fencing, booths
and the like) by adding Friday night to
Fiesta Oyster Bake, making it, along
with a full day Saturday, a "Bake and a
half."
At that time, the committee began
developing and expanding its vision of
becoming a more family-friendly
event--especially on Friday night,
which features a stellar fireworks
display-by adding "Shuckie Street"

the event will look in 2011, 2016 or
2096. Will it still be held on campus,
and who will be our audience? What
will be the admission price, and how
will music preferences have changed?
Although I don't have answers to
these questions, I do know one
thing-we will always have dedicated
staff and thousands of volunteers to
ensure that the Fiesta Oyster Bake
continues the tradition of that first
group of alumni in 1916. The tradition
then and now revolves around oysters
and fun, of course, but the spirit of
St. Mary's alumni, students and friends
working together to help the
University continue its mission of
providing quality education in the
Marianist tradition to future
generations of students is

with rides, games, and activities geared
to younger Fiesta patrons. Too, over
the past several years, emphasis has
been placed on building the Bake's
entertainment offerings so that today,
as much as being considered a fun
food festival, the event is viewed as a
wonderful entertainment festival.
The Bakes of the new millennium
feature distinct sections with
entertainment stages featuring some 40
bands that perform everything from
oldies and classic rock to Tejano and
new wave music. Food and beverage
booths are spread over the University
grounds, offering oysters, certainly,
along with dozens of American, ethnic
and uniquely "Fiesta" delicacies.

our true goal and, hopefully,
our legacy.
Meeting our goals would not be
possible without the University's
support. On behalf of the Alumni
Association, thanks to St. Mary's
administration for allowing the campus
to be utilized for the event. And,
thanks in advance go to the Fiesta
Oyster Bake Executive Committee for
their dedication to the Bake.
Success isn't accidental. It is hard
work that assuredly will result in
another triumphant event. Continuous
planning, surveying patrons, and being
adaptable and prepared for any and all
possibilities are the reasons for the
Fiesta Oyster Bake's near century of
success.
So Doug, let me know if you still
need that rope you asked for 22 years
ago. I found some-just in case. ■
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As we outline the details for our 90th
Fiesta Oyster Bake, I cannot help but
think about the future and wonder how

Joe Carreon has been involved
with St. Mary's since earning his
degree in marketing here in 1982.
His first job after graduation was
as development and alumni
relations officer at St. Mary's.
Carreon has worked the Fiesta
Oyster Bake for more than 20
years and will chair the event in 2006. He has served on
the Alumni Association Board of Directors for five
years. Employed with Holt Cat in San Antonio since
1991, Carreon is the company's machine marketing
manager.
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CLAS

OTES

1930s

1934 Richard H. Carnahan Sr., D.D.S., CL, San
Antonio, died May 7, 2005.
1935 Raymond H. Armstrong, B.A., San Antonio,
died April 30, 2005.
1939 Waymond B. Coleman Jr., B.A., San Antonio,
died April I , 2005. Arthur G. Randol Jr., CL,
Lafayette, La., died May I , 2005.

1940s

1940 J. Lawrence Wood, CL, Refugio, fonmer
St Mary's University trustee, died Jan. 5, 2005.
1941 Lt. Col. William M. Beaven, B.A., Alexandria,
Va., died April 2, 2005.
1942 Maj. John W. Dielmann Sr., CL, San Antonio,
died Dec. 28, 2004. Ralph Marshall Mayen, J.D.,
San Antonio, died March 12, 2005. Roscoe O.
Sealy Jr., D.V.M., CL, Red Rock, died Dec. 30,
2004.
1948 Richard L. Balmos, BA, San Antonio, died
Aug. 21, 2004. Phil W. Brown, B.B.A., J.D. '50,
Houston, died Sept 29, 2004. Frank J. "Sonny"
Paletta, CL, San Antonio, died May 7, 2005. S.
Martin Shelton, B.S., Geo rgetown, won the first
place Distinguished Technical Communication
Award and the overall Best of Show in the Society
for Technical Communication 2004-2005
Southern California Technical Communication
Spotlight Awards Competition for his book
"Communicating Ideas with Film, Video, and Multi
media: A Practical Guide to lnfonmation Motion
Media."
1949 Emmett J. Debner, B.B.A., San Antonio,
served as executive director of the Veteran's
Medical Association of Bexar County for 18 years.
F. Larry Doyle, Ph.D., CL, San Antonio, fonmer
chainman of the St Mary's geology department,
died Feb. 26, 2005. Col. N. Wallace Powers,
B.B.A., San Antonio, died Feb. I 3, 2005. Arthur S.
Sitterle Jr., B.B.A., San Antonio, died May I 0, 2005.

1950s

1952 Herman H. Martens, B.S., Reno, Nev., died
Nov. 4, 2004.
1953 Hector H. Garcia Sr., B.S., Laredo, has been
named to the board of directors of the Falcon
International Bank. Virgil C. Kowalik, Ph.D., B.S.,
Kingsville, died March 19, 2005. Basil H. Taylor,
J.D., San Antonio, died Feb. 16, 2005.
1954 Walter V. Hayter, B.B.A., San Antonio, died
March I I , 2005. Neff S. Limon, CL, San Antonio,
died March 26, 2005.
1955 Lt. Col. Simon Y. Rodriguez, J.D., Austin, died
May 3, 2005.
1958 Heriberto Gonzalez, B.A., Laredo, died Sept
23, 2004. Cornelius R. Mock, B.S., Galveston,
received the U.S. Department of Commerce
Bronze Medal for creative ability in the
development of methods and devices in
mariculture, a field he pursued throughout the
United States and in 52 foreign countries.
1959 Felix D. Almaraz Jr., Ph.D., B.A., M.A. '62, San

R. Eric Sellers, B.A., Castroville, died Feb. 20, 2005.

Antonio, has had 'Tejano Epic, Essays in Honor of
Felix D. Almaraz Jr.," compiled in his honor as a
tribute to his outstanding service on behalf of
Texas history and the state's Hispanic past. John L.
Dury, B.B.A., San Antonio, died Jan. 25, 2005.
Raymond S. Martinez, B.S., San Antonio, died
March 8, 2005.

1960s

1960 Frank A Bennack Jr., CL, New York, is the
new board chainman of the Lincoln Center for the
Perfonming Arts. Bill Greehey, B.B.A., San Antonio,
chainman and CEO of Valero Energy Corp. and a
St. Mary's University trustee, was honored with
the 2005 Hope Award by the Lone Star Chapter
of the National Multiple Sclerosis Society.
1961 Peter N. Plumb, J.D., San Antonio, died Oct.
19, 2004. James R. Stocker, B.A., Franklin, Tenn.,
retired as regional sales manager from
Weyerhaeuser Corp.
1962 Sister Marie Abmayr, F.M.1., B.A., Dayton,
Ohio, was honored for 50 years of service to
Catholic education by the Miami Valley Catholic
Education Council. Richard E. Mullane, CL, San
Antonio, died Dec. I I , 2004.
1964 William T. Haley Jr., B.S., M.S. '69, celebrated
40 years as a faculty member at San Antonio
College last September. Dennis R. Murray, D.D.S.,
B.A., Conroe, died Jan. 26, 2005.
1965 August R. Brown, B.S., Little Rock, Ark., died
Feb. 3, 2004. D. Michael Hunter, B.A., Rockport, is
vice chainman of the board of Houston-based
Prosperity Bancshare Inc. Beverly J. Jackson, B.A.,
San Antonio, opened the Brook Hollow Branch
Library in 1984 and retired as its branch manager
in January.
1966 Leopoldo Garza, B.A., Washington, D.C.,
died Feb. I 5, 2005. Alfredo A. Moreno 111, B.M.E.,
McAllen, retired from public education after 30
years of service.
1967 Sylvia Ann (Reyes) Hulshof, B.A., Spring,
retired after 27 years of teaching high school math.
1968 Douglas W. Cross, B.S., San Antonio, owner
of AAA Auger, won SBC Yellow Pages' Spirit of
Success award for his plumbing company's
longevity, growth and community service. Robert J.
Guzman, M.A., San Antonio, died May 16, 2004.
Gus J. Strauss Jr., J.D., Hallettsville, retired after 21
years as judge of Texas' 25th District Court.
Donato D. Ramos, B.B.A., J.D. '7 1 , Laredo, was
recognized by the Laredo Chamber of Commerce
as the 2004-2005 Cola Blanca Rancher/
Conservationist of the Year.
1969 Martin D. Beirne, J.D., Houston, has been
named a director of the Houston Bar Foundation
for 2005-2007. Deacon W. Patrick Cunningham,
B.A., M.A. '77, San Antonio, along with the Rev.
Gerald Haby, S.M., has written a manual for high
school sociality members to be used at Central
Catholic High School where he serves as principal.

Note: wcalions i11 Tems wid major V.S. cili � d,1 not hai'• die slide uk11Jijied.
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1970s

! 970 Jorge R. Garcia, B.A., San Antonio, died April
14, 2005. Raul Garcia, J.D., Falfurrias, died July 21,
2004. Sanders F. Hawkins, Ph.D., M.S., San
Antonio, died May 4, 2005. John P. Jung Jr., B.A.,
Woodstock, 111., co-founder of Communities
Against Gangs and vice president of the
Woodstock Lion's Club, was elected vice
chainman of the McHenry County Board and
named chainman of the Dorr Township
Republican O rganization. Alfonso Marquez, M.A.,
M.B.A., San Antonio, died Jan. 28, 2005. Phillip C.
Rodriguez Jr., B.A., San Antonio, who retired as an
assistant principal in the San Antonio Independent
School District after 34 years of service, is a
consultant for that school district.
197 ! James L. DeLane, B.A., Victoria, is president
of the Victoria region of Frost Insurance for Cullen
Frost Bankers Inc. Hector M. Flores, B.A., Dallas,
national president of the League of United Latin
American Citizens and recruitment director for
the Dallas Independent School District, has been
selected as one of San Antonio College's
Outstanding Fonmer Students for 2004-2005.
Antonio C. Ramirez, B.A., San Antonio, is manager
of customer services at the University Park Station
of the U. S. Postal Service.
1972 Rev. Edward M. Bernal, B.A., M.A. '79, San
Antonio, is the new pastor of St. Benedict's
Catholic Church. Estevan T. Flores, B.A., Denver,
Colo., executive director of the Latino/a Research
and Policy Center at the-University of Colorado
Denver, was awarded the Thomas Jefferson
Award by that school's board of regents. Mark S.
Levin, J.D., San Antonio, died Dec. 6, 2004.
Stephen G. Werkmeister, B.B.A., St Louis, Mo.,
principal and owner of Werkmeister Realty Inc., is
celebrating his company's 15th anniversary.
1973 Ron Bird, J.D., Helotes, has retired from his
law practice. John W. Gilbert, B.A., M.B.A. '75, San
Antonio, is a shareholder in the finm of Sol
Schwartz & Associates PC Thomas A. Repka,
B.B.A., is business analyst for Plateau Production
Co. in Kenrville. Rod M. Rodriguez, B.A., Plano, a
professor of real estate at Collin County
Community College, north of Dallas, has
completed a book on Texas real estate contracts
to be published later this year. Rodney J. Smith,
B.A., Lake Ridge, Va., died June 12, 2004.
1974 Guillermo Dominguez, B.A., a colonel in the
Anmy, has been assigned to U.S Anmy South at
Fort Sam Houston. Larry G. Hyden, J.D., Corpus
Christi, died Jan. 24, 2005. Joan M. Lamm-Tennant,
Ph.D., B.B.A., M.B.A. '77, Fairfield, Conn., a senior
vice president of General Reinsurance Corp., has
been appointed to the board of directors of
IVANS Inc. Victor M. Leyendecker, B.B.A., San
Antonio, died March I 0, 2005. Terry L. Mason,
J.D., Hunt, died April I 0, 2004. H.R. Bert Pena, J.D.,
Washington, D.C., is a partner in the law finm of
Hunton & Williams.
1975 Joe F. Brown Jr., J.D., San Antonio, has been

Kling, who led the Rattlers to the 2002
NCAA Division II National Championship,

th
p o i n te d j udg e of T exas' 5 7 D i str i ct Court. J o h n
W . M c leod, J . D . , S a n A n ton i o, is v i c e p re s i d e n t
a n d ge n e r a l couns e l f o r Sou thw e st Re s e arch
ap

was a pitcher and designated player for the
Comets. She was one of only three Division
II player s on the ros ter, as the rest of the
u

I n s t i tu te . S i s ter Mar y Rose Sol i vay, S . L . W ., M.A.,

team came from larger instit tions.

Arl i n gto n H e ig h ts , I l l . , d i ed Dec. 1 8 , 2004 .
1 9 7 6 J o e B . Cr uz J r . B.A., Sa n A n to n i o, a n
,
educa to r i n the S a n A n to n i o I ndepe n d e n t School

"This experience is something I'll never
forget," she s ays . "Playing with the top
talent in the country was amazing. I hope I

D i s tri c t, h as o b ta i ned M aster Pe ace Off i cer
ce rti f i cati o n . John D . Evans, J . D . Pal m Be ach
,
Ga rde ns, Fl a , h as bee n a ppo i n ted ch ief ope rati ng

made a name for St. Mary ' s and S an
Antonio."
Kling graduated from St. Mary ' s in May

off i ce r of Pa ra m o u n t Real Estate Se r vi ces I nc.
Dia na Ma ri e (Pena) Pe rez, B.A., Sa n A n to n io, wh o
bega n a ca reer i n fi n a ncia aid wh i le a stu d e n t a t
l
S t. M a ry 's se r ves as d i re ctor of f i n a ncia aid a t O ur
l
,
i
Lady of the Lake U n ive r s ty.
1 9 7 7 Deece Ecks te i n, B. A., Au st i n, is Texas

with a degree in elementary education. She
is back this fall to resume her duties as the
graduate assistant softball coach and coach

All-Americ an Rattler
Joins Pro Ranks

d i recto

of Peop le fo 1 · the A merica n Way a
,
me m be
r natio nal advocacy o rga n izat io n .
A nd re w D. Leo n ie Il l, J . D ., is a n assista n t atto rney
r
700, 000-

Km Kling

ge ne ral wrth the Off i ce of th e Atto rney Ge ne ral i n
McA lle n. Cec i lia J. Tho mpso n, M.A., Sa n A n to nio,

of the cross country team.
"I love working with Coach (Donna)
Fields," Kling says. "She ' s an amazing
person and coach. She ' s a great teacher and
one of the first woman coaches who taught
me so much.
"I also love the people at St. Mary ' s. It is
always nice to see the (Marianist) brothers

died Dec. 5, 2004.
9 78 Richa rd D. Hayes, J . D ., De n to n, a par t ner i n
1
the law f i r m of Hayes, Be r r y, Wh ite & McMu r ray
LLP, is boa rd ce rtified i n -co m me rcia a nd
l
reside n t ia rea estate.
l
l
979 Joyce G. Maze ro, J . D ., Dallas, a n atto rney
1
with Hay nes & Boo ne, has bee n appo i nted to the
boa rd of d i recto rs of the Wo me n 's Foodse r v ice
f

Fo r u m. David T. Ray, B.A., Co l ley v i l le, d i rector o
f
reta i sales for Ess i lo r o Ame rica, a nd his spouse ,
l
Eleanor W i lso n Ray, B. B .A. '80, have re located to
Texas f ro m No rth Ca ro l i na. W i l lia m J. Wichma n n,

Say hello to the latest professional athlete
from St. Mary 's . . . Kym Kling. That ' s
right, the former Rattler softball first -team

walking around campus, and they 're always

All American and current graduate assistant
coach is the latest in a long line of

June to August, and the Comets played their
home games at Seymour Park. As the team

professional athletes to walk through
St. Mary 's hallowed halls.

to show the NPF that their team deserved a

1 980s
Robe rt L. Koffma n J.D. , Seda lia , Mo. , is
,
p residing judge o fthe 18 th Judicia C i rcuit. Sa ndee
l
B r ya n Ma r io n, J . D . , Sa n Anto n io , a justice o n the
Fou rth Cou rt o fAppeals , was ho no red w rth the
1980

The suIIlIIler season in Omaha ran from

played its inaugural season, the Comets tried

Kling played softball this suIIlIIler for the
Nebraska Comets, an independent team

place in the league.

looking to get picked up by the National Pro
Fastpitch League (NPF), a new professional

our name out there and attract sponsorships, "
Kling says. "We took a trip to J amaica to

softball league in the United States.

take on their national team as well . "

"Playing professional ball is the ultimate
goal for all players, " Kling said before

J.D. '80, Fo rt Laude rda le, Fla. , is a pa rtne r i n
the law f i r m of Co n rad & Sche re r LLP .
B .A.,

up on the team and your game . "

"We did a lot of camps and clinics to get

Kling aspires to become a head softball

leaving for Nebraska in May. "I wanted to

coach, and pla.,s to use her ma ny unique
experiences and formidable talent to teach

go out there and give it a shot and show

others. She 'll teach them not only about the

people that we have good softball at smaller
schools. This is what all softball players
have been talking about, a pro league, and

spo 1t, but also how the valuable lessons

t

now i 's he re. "

she 's learned playing softball-like
discipline, responsibility and teamwork-are
transferable to ever y aspect of one 's life.

Lega Awa rd at La Pre nsa Fou ndatio n Inc 's 2005
i
Salute to Lat i na Wo me n i n Actio n ce re mo ny in
Ma rc h . Cathe r i ne A. Walke r, B . B. A. , Sa n Anto n io ,
is assista nt d i recto r o f a lu m n relat io ns a nd
i
f
deve lop me nt at St. Ma r y's Un ive rsrty Schoo o
l
Law .
1 98 Matthew C. Reedy , M . B.A. , Sa n Anto n io , is
1
co - f ou nde r a nd c h ie ftechno log office r o fA r m ida
y
Tec h no logies Co r p .
1982 Bobby A. Baiza , BA , Sa n Anto n io , is as si sta nt
p r i nc ipa at John Ja Hig h Sc hoo i n the Northside
l
l
y
Indepe nde nt Sc hoo Di st rict Sha ro n Brecke n ridge
l
Tho ma s , B.A. , J . D . '85 , has bee n na med pa rt ne r
wit h t he Sa n Anto nio office o fthe law f i r m o
f
Co nsta ng y , Brooks & Sm it h LLC, a f ir m p ro vid i ng
labo r a nd e mplo y me nt law
ma nage me nt.

rep re se ntatio n

for

1983 Ch ri stop he r C. Edele n B. B. A. , Sa n Anto nio ,
,
is p re side nt o f Lea fGua rd Di vi sio n o f Beldo n
Ente r p r ises . Hele n G . Schwa rtz , J .D. , ha bee n
s
na med pa rt ne r in the Sa n An to nio law f ir m o
f
Pulma n , Bre s na ha n & Pulle n LLP . Bria n D . Sible y ,
B. B. A. , Dallas , i s ma nage r , Risk Ad viso ry Se rvice , at
K P MG LLP . Lucinda Vela -Wick , B.A. , M.A. '88 , Sa n
Anto nio , vice p reside n t o f marketing a nd
co m mu nicatio n s a t Ju ngle Labo rato r ie s Co rp. , a nd
he r husba nd , Ch r is , welco me Nata lie Rose , bo r n

Aug . 12 , 2004 . Jama l F . Wasa n , P h .D. , M.A. ,
Waikoloa , H awa i p reside n t a nd CEO o f Loka h
i
i,
Tre at me n t Ce nte rs , ea rned a docto rate in heah:h
ps yc hology fro m Walde n U ni ve rsit y . Jame s C.

Woo , J . D . , a s ha reholder in the Sa n

Anto n io law

f i r m o f Davidso n & Tro i lo PC, has bee n elected a
f

r

Legislato by Prevent Child Abuse Texas .
1986 Patricia L. Burrus , B.A., M.A. '96, San

Fe llow o fthe America n Co llege o Trust a nd

Anto n io , as education marketing representative f or

E state Cou nsel. Rose Za mb r a no , Ph .D. , M.A. ,

SeaWorld Sa n Antonio , promotes the park' s
education p rograms , includ ing youth and schoo l

Helotes , as sociate p rofesso r a nd cou nselo r at Palo

Alto Co llege in Sa n Anto n io , ea rned a docto rate
i

n o rga nizatio na l leade r s h ip a t the Un ive rs ity o fthe

Inca rnate Wo rd .
1984 Rica rdo T . Co rtes , B.A. , M. S . '87 , Ki rby , is c ity
ma nage r o f Leo n Va lley . J . Matthew Dow , J . D . ,
i

Aust n , a pa rtne r in the litigatio n section o fthe
i
Au st n offices o f Jackso n Walke r LLP , was elected
to the boa rd o f d i recto rs o fthe Cap ita l Area Food
Ba nk . M ic hae l J . Ho ffman , D . D .S . , B.A. , St. Louis ,

Mo. , has bee n elected p re side nt o fthe Greate r St.
l
Louis De nta Societ y . Wi llia m Jeffrey Weisbruch ,
i

g roup programs and adve nture camps . Ruben G .
r
Moreno , B. A. , Arl ington , Va. , is sen io attorney to
r
f
i
the cha r ma n o the U.S . Federa l Labo Relations

Authority in Wa sh ington , D. C . Nina M . (Ryan
)
Muraski , B.S. , Ha rke r Heig hts , and hu sband , "R . J . "
Muraski , B.A. '87 , welcome Joseph Ryan . bo rn
Nov . 5 , 2004 .
1987 Ange V. Delgado , Ph.D. , B.A. , San Antonio ,
l
t
i
is the p r incipa l scie nt fic inve stigato r a the U.S.
A rmy's lnstrtute o f Su rgica l Resea rc h under the
Comba t Casualty Care Homeostasis Program o

f

B.A. , V nalhave n , Maine , died Ma rc h 3 , 2004 .

the Depa rt men t o f Defense . Marga rita E . Flore s ,

1985 Siste r Che ry l A. Po rte , M. S. C. , Ph.D. , M.A. ,
i
New Orlea ns , has had he r book. "Po nt ma n ,
l
Prop he c y , a nd Protest : A Cu h:u ra Histo rica Stud
y
l
i
o f a N netee nth-Ce ntu r y Appa ritio n , " publis hed by

B. B.A. , Clayto n , Mo. , senio r di re cto r o f sales
developme n t and commun ity relations f or
An heuse r - Bu s c h Co . Inc. , wa s hono red with the

Pete r Lang Publis he rs (2005 ) . Cla rissa "Rissa "
i

Potte r , P h.D ., B. B.A. , M.A. '9 3 , Au st n , i s executive
i
d recto r o f the Texa s Co u nci l o f P ubli c U nive rsity
Preside nt s a nd C ha nce llo rs . State Rep . Ca rlo s I.
Ure sti , B.A. , J . D . '92 , Sa n A nto nio , c hair ma n o
f
Gove rn me n t Reform in the Texa s House o
f
i
Rep rese ntatives , ha s bee n awarded O utstand ng

Co rpo rate Awa rd at La Prensa Foundation lnc .'s
i
2005 Salute to Lat na Wo me n in Action ceremony
in Ma rc h .
i
1988 Ba rbar a Z mmerma n Armstro ng , B. A. , J . D .

'96 , Fo r t Wo rt h , an

atto rney with N u nneley Fam ily
Law Ce nte r , ha s fo r a second yea r been named a

i
" Texas Ris ng Sta r " b y Supe r Lawyers . Michae l R .
Brell , BA , M.B. A . '94 , Boerne , has been promoted
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Home Is Where the
Heart Is
Nadeem Omar
The Indian Ocean and the San Antonio
River ... both are beautiful and both
represent home to junior Nadeem Omar.
Omar has spent most of his life in Kenya
between his hometown of Mombassa and the
capital of Nairobi. When he decided he
wanted to continue his education, he knew
he'd have to move far from home. Luckily,
he chose St. Mary's University.
"The friendly environment has helped me
to adjust very easily," Omar says. "I have
never felt homesick."
Omar picked a small school so he could be
involved in more activities and get personal
attention from professors. He heard about
St. Mary's through a cousin and found it to
be a perfect fit.
Being active in campus life has been an
important part of his college experience. He
is a President's Ambassador, resident

to vice president of Frost Investments and assistant
equity research director for Frost National Bank.
Carina B. DiGiorgio, B.A., M.A. '92, Houston,
married Michael Shannon, April 2, 2005. Lori W.
Hanson, J.D., has been named shareholder in the
San Antonio law offices of Clark Thomas &
Winters PC. Christopher A Heeb, M.D., B.A.,
Eureka, Mo., and wife, Heather, welcome their
second set of twins, Chase Patrick and Preston
Michael, born Nov. 24, 2004. Vivienne Monserrat
Valles, B.A., an English teacher in the El Paso
Independent School District, spent the summer at
a seminar for educators about the Holocaust that
was held in Poland and the Czech Republic.
1989 Michael B. Clark, J.D., Bergheim, is general
counsel for the family-owned, San Antonio-based
Steves & Sons Inc. John P. DeMoor, B.A., St. Louis,
Mo., is editor of the Missouri Lawyers Weekly.
Christina G. "Tina" Talamantez, B.S., San Antonio,
is a film and stage writer/director for her own film
company, QueenBee Pictures.

1990s
1990 Col. John A Bastian 111, S.P., San Antonio,
died April 5, 2005. Jose R. Falcon, J.D., San Diego,
died Sept. 16, 2004. Mary Beth (Meyer) Harr,
M.D., B.A., San Antonio, and husband, Brian Harr,
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assistant and member of the Fang Fanatics (a
student spirit group).He's also joined the
International Students Association and the
Institute of Electrical and Electronics
Engineers, and he's on intramural water polo
and swim club teams.
Although he can't pinpoint just one person
who has influenced him at St.Mary's, he
says many people-students, faculty and
staff alike-have inspired him to get
involved. Omar likes hanging out with his
friends, playing sports and simply having
fun. He especially likes to follow European
soccer, his favorite team being Manchester
United.
A fourth generation Kenyan, Omar's
family is originally from India and other
parts of the Asian continent. He grew up
speaking English, and he also is fluent in
Swahili, the prominent Kenyan dialect, and
can speak a little French, Gujarati and Hindi,
which are two Indian dialects.
Nadeem Omar, the only child of Abdul
Majid and Rukhsana Omar, is the first in his
family to attend college. And although it
may sound like his focus is on the social life
at St. Mary's, brains complete the package.
Omar, who is majoring in electrical
engineering, was awarded both the Alumni
Association and Presidential scholarships.
During the summer, he works for St.Mary's
Physical Plant Department to earn money to
stay in school.
"I'm an open book," Omar says,
describing himself. "Just getting to this point
in my life is my biggest accomplishment,"
he adds, showing his ever-present smile.
Surely there are more accomplishments to
come for Nadeem Omar. He plans to remain
in the United States and attend either
graduate school or law school.

B.B.A., welcome Amelia Grace, born Sept. 30,
2004. Lisa Mokry Hubacek, B.A., College Station,

has been appointed associate judge presiding over
child support cases in Brazos County and nine
surrounding counties. Darrell R. Jones, B.A., San
Antonio, an attorney with Cox Smith Matthews
Inc., was named to Texas Monthly's 2005 Texas
Rising Stars list. Ruben R. Lerma Jr., J.D., a solo
practitioner in Corpus Christi, married Retha
Eleanor Cable, Aug. 14, 2004. Glenn G. Mitchell,
B.A., Chesterfield, Mo., and wife, Kathleen,
welcome Jack Sheehan, born March I 0, 2004.
Capt. Marcus Salazar, B.A., Pearsall, spent a year
deployed in Iraq. Paul X. Uhlig, Ph.D., B.S., San
Antonio, and wife, Luz, welcome Andres Karol,
born March I 0, 2005.
1991 Suzanne Schorlemer Bailey, J.D., San
Antonio, senior staff attorney for HEB Grocery
Co., was named to the "40 Under 40 Rising Stars"
list by the San Antonio Business Journal. Merry H.
(Stricker) Balson, B.A., Littleton, Colo., is a senior
associate with Wade, Ash, Woods, Hill & Farley
PC, in Denver. Marlo Y. Casanova, B.A., San
Antonio, died Jan. 25, 2005. Donna (Mangold)
Gavegan, B.A., San Antonio, and husband, Gary A
Gavegan, B.B.A. '89, welcome Gage Bradford,
born July 6, 2004. Jackie Fishbeck Horras, BA, San
Antonio, has been named principal of Health

Career High School, a medical magnet school in
the Northside Independent School District. Ninfa
Martinez, B.B.A., M.B.A. '95, a team leader for The
Capital Group Inc. in San Antonio, is chairperson
of the Poteet Community Forum. Monica Reyes,
Ed.D., B.B.A., El Paso, who earned a doctorate in
education from The University of Texas at El Paso,
married Alejandro Garcia, Nov. 27, 2004. Patricia
G. Wadsworth, B.B.A., Houston, assistant
controller for Luby's Inc., married Malcolm
Melancon, Feb. 21, 2004. Kevin A Wolff, B.B.A.,
M.B.A. '03, San Antonio, executive vice president
and COO of First American Title Insurance Co.,
was named to the "40 Under 40 Rising Stars" list
by the San Antonio Business Journal.
1992 Michael Albarran, B.A.S., San Antonio,
process technician at Freeskill Semiconductor,
married Belinda Tamez, Jan. 22, 2005. James P.
Bagnall, J.D., Dallas, is an attorney with the law firm
of Schell Mitchel & Cooley LLP. Jennifer (Meyer)
Bankler, D.D.S., B.B.A., B.A. '99, San Antonio, and
husband, Scott Bankler, J.D. '98, welcome William
Davis, born April 20, 2005. Brian Byrnes, B.B.A.,
Seattle, Wash., has been appointed vice president
of sales and marketing for the Seattle Sonics and
Storm basketball organization. Maria E. (Sada)
Gloeckler, B.B.A., Peculiar, Mo., promoted to the
rank of major, is an operations officer in the U.S.
Arnry. Maria Flores Guerra, B.A., San Antonio, and
husband, Phillip V. Guerra, welcome Maria Eulalia
"Lali," born Feb. 6, 2004. Kevin M. Lippman, J.D.,
Dallas, and wife Julie, welcome Andrew Jack, born
Nov. 2, 2004. Timothy M. Mcinnis, B.A., St. Louis,
Mo., is principal of Orchard Farnr High School in
the St. Charles R-V School District. Lt. Col. Steven
T. Ramos, J.D., Dallas, has returned to his
insurance defense practice after serving with the
First Marine Expeditionary Force at Camp Fallujah,
Iraq. Maj. Adam S. Talkington, B.S., Woodbridge,
Va., completed a master's degree in nuclear
engineering and is assigned to Fort Belvoir with the
Defense Threat Reduction Agency. Cynthia
Deleon Trevino, B.S., Houston, and husband,
Hector Trevino, welcome Isabella Camille, born
Feb. 18, 2005.
1993 Sheila Bonilla-Tandoc, B.S., Arcadia, Calif.,
was awarded an Allergy and Immunology
Fellowship at Kaiser Permanente Los Angeles. She
and husband, Jose Tandoc, welcome Jose
Alejandro, born Jan. 18, 2004. Jennifer
(Sibbernsen) Carr, B.A., Bixby, Okla., and husband,
Andrew P. Carr, B.B.A. '94, welcome Ella Kathleen,
born Nov. I I , 2004. Jodi M. Jaworski, B.A.,
Chesterfield, Mo., a leadership trainer with
Southwest Airlines, married Jim Allen, Nov. 26,
2004. Denise (Stanley) Klein, B.A., Austin, and
husband Jefferey P. Klein, M.D., B.S., welcome
Aiden Alexander, born July 3, 2004. Miwa
Nakamura, B.A., M.A. '96, Tokyo, Japan, is Tokyo
branch manager for Pacific Reach LLC. Yvonne D.
Navarro, B.S., Helotes, a Walgreen's pharnracist,
welcomes Brennah Lee Birkholz, born Feb. I ,
2004. Gloria Villagran Pinckard, B.A., Austin, and
husband, Mark A Pinckard, B.A. '94, welcome
Melissa Ainsley, born Feb. 21, 2005. Araceli
(Gonzalez) Ramos, B.A., Laredo, is assistant
principal at Los Obispos Middle School in the
United Independent School District. Lydia A
Salzillo, B.B.A., San Antonio, married Brian Jacobs,
Oct. 23, 2004. Lisa Horrath Shub, J.D., has been
named partner in the San Antonio law offices of
Fulbright & Jaworski LLP. William J. "Chip"
Simmonds, B.B.A., San Antonio, married Kelley

Fox, Nov. 12, 2004. Suzanne Wright Torres, B.A.,
Helotes, and husband, Carlos Torres, welcome
Daniela Yesmin, born March 8, 2005. Jennifer E.
Tracy, B.A., New York, married Lawrence Jay
Duplass Jr., on May 28, 2005.
1994 Claudine Alderete, B.B.A., San Antonio, is
payroll manager at HEB Grocery Co. Joseph T.
Almeter, B.A., San Antonio, is a realtor with Alamo
Real Estate Brokers. Carla Cummings Brennan, B.B.A.,
San Antonio, and husband, Donald T. Brennan, B.B.A.
'90, J.D. '93, welcome Patrick Finnegan, born Feb. 2,
2005. Andrew P. Carr, B.B.A., Bixby, Okla., is an asset
leader for Kimberly-Clark Corp. Aletha (Hilton)
Claussen-Schulz, Ph.D., B.A., St. Louis, Mo., and
husband, Brian Schulz, B.A., welcome Truman Jack,
born March 2, 2004. Henrietta (Casillas) Dominguez,
B.A., San Antonio, and husband, Rene I. Dominguez,
B.A. '92, M.A. '00, welcome Diego Adan, born June
27, 2005. Rene Gutierrez, B.B.A., Helotes, and wife,
Martha (Gomez) Gutierrez, B.B.A., welcome Karina
Gisele, born Feb. 19, 2005. Lisa Aceves Hayes, B.A.,
El Paso, and husband, Shawn A. Hayes, B.B.A. '95,
welcome Jackson Reed, born June I 0, 2004. Sean B.
McNelis, J.D., an attorney and founding partner of
the law firnn of McNelis & Associates PLLC, was
named to the "40 Under 40 Rising Stars" list by the
San Antonio Business Journal. Andres A. Ramos, B.A.,
Laredo, has opened a solo law practice. Virginia
Lopez Reyes, B.B.A., San Antonio, and husband,
Ralph D. Reyes, B.A. '90, welcome Sydney Annelle,
born July 31, 2004. Patricia (Rodriguez) Rivera, B.B.A.,
San Antonio, and husband, Jesse E. Rivera, B.B.A.,
welcome Elyssa Lourdes, born Sept. 8, 2004. Angela
M. Velazquez, B.B.A., El Paso, married Patrick Stone,
May 7, 2005. Olga Sotelo Watson, B.B.A., Arlington,
and husband, Bryan Watson, welcome Samantha
Lynn and Victoria Alicia, born May 6, 2004.
1995 Sonya Mora Aleman, B.A., Salt Lake City, is
communication specialist for Centro de la Familia de
Utah, a Latino social service and advocacy non-profit
organization. Erika L. Bruce, J.D., Dallas, married Gary
Moskowitz, Feb. 20, 2005. Carla D. Buckner, J.D.,
Washington, D.C., is counsel for the Democratic staff
of the House Homeland Security Committee. Julissa
Cantu Carielo, B.B.A., is vice president of finance and
administration for M.J. Boyle General Contractors in
San Antonio. Andras A. Csizmadia, B.B.A., St. Cloud,

Fla., is a deputy in the Orange County Sheriffs Office
in Orlando, Fla. Brent N. Durbin, B.A.,
Fredericksburg, Va., a lieutenant in the U.S. Coast
Guard, has been assigned to the Office of Defense
Operations at Coast Guard headquarters in
Washington, D.C., as anti-terrorism/force-protection
coordinator, WMD project officer. Patricia J.
Fernandez, B.A., M.A. 'OS, San Antonio, is a teacher
and counselor at Our Lady of the Hills Catholic High
School in Kerrville. Veronica Gonzalez-Brown, M.D.,
B.S., Biloxi, Miss., and husband, Christopher A.
Brown, B.S., welcome Isabella Grace, born Nov. 18,
2004. Gary E. Haslerud, J.D., Redding, Calif., has been
named partner in the law firnn of Maire & Beasley.
Shawn A. Hayes, B.B.A., El Paso, is operating partner
at PF Chang's China Bistro. Eunice Martinez
Hermann, B.A., Corpus Christi, is a pharnnaceutical
sales specialist with Sepracor. Michelle Herrera, M.A.,
San Antonio, director of drug and alcohol prevention
services at Family Violence Prevention Services Inc., is
pursuing a doctorate in education at the University of
the Incarnate Word. Jeanette Mata, B.A., Edinburg,
married William F. Reynolds, Nov. 27, 2004. Michelle
(Greenwood) Miller, B.A., San Antonio, is an English
teacher in the Stockdale Independent School District.
Sylvia Moreno, B.A., San Antonio, a licensed
professional counselor, has opened a private practice
to provide bilingual therapeutic services to adults,
children, adolescents and families. Melissa A. Narvaez,
B.A., Kingwood, married Michael R. Kinney 11 , Feb. 12,
2005. Andrea A. Prado, B.B.A., San Antonio, owner
of Happy at Home Pet Sitting Service, married Kris
Ramsey, Sept. 18, 2004. Valerie Ann Rodriguez, B.A.,
Sunrise, Fla., and husband, Ariel, welcome Isabella
Raquel, born Dec. 13, 2004. Connie Ramon Thill,
B.B.A., San Antonio, is a certified public accountant at
David J. Bailey & Co. Alice 0oseph) Tholany, M.D.,
B.S., Houston, a faculty member at Baylor College of
Medicine, is on staff at Texas Children's Hospital and
Ben Taub General Hospital. Diana (Diaz) Urelius,
B.A., Houston, and husband, Mark, welcome Carolyn
Elena, born April 20, 2005.
1996 Mary Esther De Hoyos, B.A., San Antonio, is a
food chemist for the Department of Defense at Fort
Sam Houston. Adrian Duran, B.B.A., Houston,
director of Section 8 for the Houston Housing
Authority, and wife, Haydee, welcome Clarissa, born

Dec. 6, 2004. Manuel Garcia Ill, B.B.A., Helotes,
and wife, Delma, welcome Magdalena Belen, born
May I I , 2005. Larry E. Gee, J.D., San Antonio, is of
counsel with the law firnn of Constangy, Brooks &
Smith LLC. Susan Givens-Skeaton, Ph.D., M.A.,
Merion Station, Pa., assistant professor of
management at Saint Joseph's University in
Philadelphia, earned a doctorate in organizational
studies from the University at Albany. Mary V.
Muller, J.D., San Antonio, is a patent attorney with
the law firnn of Schwegman, Lundberg, Woessner
& Kluth. Monica M. Ornelas, B.A., Humble, a
regional investigator for the Attorney General of
Texas, married Blake Rizzo, Dec. 18, 2004. Arthur
A. "Alex" Perez, J.D., San Antonio, an attorney
with Cox Smith Matthews Inc., was named to
Texas Monthly's 2005 Texas Rising Stars list. Ruby
A. Rodriguez, B.B.A., Mission, is pricing/ad promo
manager of the border region for HEB Grocery
Co., based in McAllen. Hilda Perez Stevens,
B.B.A., Portland, Ore., earned a master of business
administration degree from George Fox University.
Stephanie Ann Thayer, B.B.A., Round Rock, a
federal agent with the U.S. Postal Inspection
Service, married David Barrett, April 23, 2005.
James M. Truss, J.D., San Antonio, an attorney with
Cox Smith Matthews Inc., was named to Texas
Monthly's 2005 Texas Rising Stars list. Marcy D.
Villanueva, B.B.A., San Antonio, a lead tax specialist
at Valero Energy Corp., married Alex Aguirre, Feb.
12, 2005. Stephanie L. Walden, B.A., Tucson, Ariz.,
a team development specialist at Raytheon Missile
Systems, married Ryan Hartman, April 16, 2005.
1997 Patricia J. Acosta, J.D., El Paso, is an assistant
attorney with the U.S. Attorney's Office for the
Western District. David S. Angulo, J.D., is a
shareholder in the San Antonio law firnn of Davis,
Cedillo & Mendoza Inc. Hector 0. Carrillo, B.A.,
San Antonio, is assistant vice president of
operations for Integrated Data Control Inc. Steve
A. Chiscano, J.D., is a shareholder in the San
Antonio law firm of Davis, Cedillo & Mendoza Inc.
Gladys Del Fierro, B.B.A., J.D. '00, San Antonio, is a
partner in the law firm of Vela & Del Fierro PLLC.
Veronica B. Davila Elizalde, B.A., Helotes, and
husband, Felix Rolando Elizalde, B.B.A. '98,
welcome Catherine Marie, born Nov. 8, 2004.
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We'd love to hear from you!
We would love to hear about your recent promotion, project, adventure, marriage or
addition to the family! We're also interested in your thoughts concerning Gold &
Blue. Please use the space below to let us know what you think.

Has your address changed? If so, please print
your new address below.

□ Address correction

Fall 2005

After completing the form, please cut along dotted line and mail to:
St. Mary's University, One Camino Santa Maria, San Antonio, Texas 78228-8575
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Walter P. "Chip" Evans IV, J.D., Austin, and wife,

Cadie, welcome Sydney Wallace, born March 31,
2005. Christina Z. Flores, B.A., Alice, an attorney
with Flores & Flores Law Firnr PC, has been
appointed municipal court judge for the city of San
Diego. Alejandro Moreno Gallegos, B.A., Austin,
and husband, Jesus Jose Gallegos, welcome
Stephanie Laura, born April I 0, 2005. Gregg R.
Kosterlitzsky, J.D., San Antonio, an attorney with
Cox Smith Matthews Inc., was named to Texas
Monthly's 2005 Texas Rising Stars list. Charles P.
Koutras, M.A., J.D., Leesburg, Va., and wife, Alice,
welcome Camille Ann, born Feb. 4, 2005. Paul D.
Maquera, J.D., San Francisco, has opened
PTACS-Property Tax Advisory & Compliance
Services. Marisol Murel, B.B.A., Pearsall, manried
Amancio Rodriguez, Feb. 27, 2005. Deanne
(Villarreal) Martinez, B.A., New Braunfels, and
husband, Hunter, welcome Hunter John Jr., born
Jan. 18, 2005. Sandra S. Moore-Duarte, J.D., is a
shareholder in the El Paso law firm of Neill,
Strelitz, & Moore-Duarte PC. Celena Guerra
Pawlak, B.A., Houston, and husband Jeremy M.
Pawlak, B.B.A. '94, welcome Mira Elizabeth, born
Sept. 17, 2004. Ai-Fang (Cheng) Petroff, B.B.A.,
San Antonio, and husband, Peter Petroff Ill, B.B.A.
'92, M.B.A.. '97, welcome Matthew Jeng-Lin, born
Sept. 20, 2004. Sharon Talkington Prather, B.A.,
Rickmansworth, England, and husband, David
Prather, welcome Amanda Elizabeth, born Feb. 12,
2005. Derick J. Rodgers, J.D., is a shareholder in
the San Antonio law firnr of Davis, Cedillo &
Mendoza Inc. Alfonso P. Tobias, B.A., Cotulla, is
chief juvenile probation officer for La Salle County.
Suzanne E. Vazquez, J.D., Tarnpa, Fla., an attorney
with the law firnr of Maney & Gordon PA, is board
certified in immigration and nationality law. Sean P.
Walsh, B.B.A., Falls Church, Va., is a senior
consultant for LECG Corp., a global source of
expert services based in Washington, D.C.
1998 Scott B. Bankler, J.D., San Antonio, an
attorney and shareholder with Cox Smith
Matthews Inc., was named to Texas Monthly's
2005 Texas Rising Stars list. Veronica 0. Cardenas,
B.BA, Houston, is a manager, financial analysis, for
Aramark Inc. Victor A. De La Cruz, M.B.A.,
Dayton, Ohio, auditor for Speedway

SuperAmerica, and wife, Miriam, welcome Gabriel
Milan, born May 5, 2004. Richard Flores, B.A.,
McAllen, manried Karla Sosa, Dec. 18, 2004.
Roland Gutierrez, J.D., San Antonio, is city
councilman for District 3. Jeri Lynn Jones, M.A.,
J.D., a fornrer Presidential Management Fellow, is
assigned to Singapore as the liaison officer for the
U.S. Army. Connie Flores Lock, J.D., Universal City,
and Sam H. Lock, J.D., welcome David Andrew,
born Jan. 13, 2004. Dioscella Espino Loveall, B.A.,
Fort Collins, Colo., and husband, Christopher
Loveall, welcome Parker Ryan, born Dec. 15,
2004. Cynthia Masson, J.D., has opened a solo law
practice in San Antonio. Ashley Watkins
McDowell, J.D., Dallas, is a partner and founder of
the law firnr of Cleaves & McDowell. Karen M.
Mitchell, B.B.A., Fort Worth, manager of strategic
sourcing for BNSF Railway, married Mitchell
Espinosa, Oct. 2, 2004. Noriko Nakane, B.B.A.,
Tokyo, Japan, manried Kiyotaka Yamazaki, Nov. 13,
2004. Nicole A. Salas, B.A., San Antonio, married
Gabriel Manzano Jr., May 14, 2005. Marina Chavez
Soto, J.D., El Paso, and husband, Martin Soto,
welcome Oscar Eduardo, born March 16, 2004.
Joanna Kelley Varenhorst, B.BA, San Antonio, and
husband, Don Varenhorst, welcome Lyndsay
Madison, born July 15, 2004.
1999 Jennifer M. Almonte, M.D., B.A., San Antonio,
earned a medical degree and is a resident
physician in obstetrics and gynecology at University
Hospital. Rosemarie Alvarado, B.A., J.D. '02, San
Antonio, married Derrick Hawkins, Sept. 4, 2004.
Ehren S. Ezzell, J.D., Austin, is a partner in the law
firm of Grandinetti, Ezzell & Molinar PLLC.
Christopher M. Grandinetti, J.D., Austin, is a
partner in the law firm of Grandinetti, Ezzell &
Molinar PLLC. Juliana Oosterveen Hall, B.A.,
Grovetown, Ga., is a sixth-grade teacher at Evans
Middle School in the Columbia County School
District. Michelle 0. Hernandez, B.S., San Antonio,
married Ernest Ramos, Jan. 8, 2005. Jason Patrick
Hoelscher, J.D., is a partner in the Corpus Christi
law firm of Sico, White & Braugh LLP. Christina S.
Markell, B.A., Dallas, manried Perry B. Balleza,
B.B.A., March 5, 2005. Ramon A. Molinar, J.D.,
Austin, is a partner in the law firm of Grandinetti,
Ezzell & Molinar PLLC. Norman J. Pattenaude,

B.B.A., M.Acc. 'O I , San Antonio, rnanried Stacy M.
Daggett, B.A. '00, Dec. I I , 2004. Patricia Reyes,
B.A., Houston, is a school psychologist in the
Pasadena Independent School District. Rene Ruiz,
J.D., San Antonio, an attorney with Cox Smith

Matthews Inc., was named to Texas Monthly's
2005 Texas Rising Stars list. Ashley P. Saenz, B.A.,
is vice president of F&G Communications in
Houston. Catherine D. Tobin, J.D., Mathis, is a
partner in the Corpus Christi law firm of Gonzales,
Hoblit & Ferguson LLP. Santos Vargas, B.A., is an
associate attorney with the San Antonio law
offices of Cox Smith Matthews Inc. Jeffrey A.
Walsh, J.D., San Antonio, an associate attorney
with Cox Smith Matthews Inc., was named to
Texas Monthly's 2005 Texas Rising Stars list.

2000s
2000 Kelly K. Boeselt, B.A., San Antonio, married
Eric Morales, March 19, 2005. Alfred A. Cortez,
J.D., San Antonio, and wife, Sonia Tabares Cortez,
welcome Daniel Andres, born July 25, 2004.
Adrian Donias, B.S,, San Antonio, and wife, Ruby,
welcome Arabella Celeste, born June 9, 2004.
Caleb C. Hall, B.B.A., Grovetown, Ga., is sales
manager for Augusta-based DataNational. Meili
Hau, B.S., Philadelphia, is a student in the
accelerated BSN/MSN Family Nurse Practitioner
program at the University of Pennsylvania School
of Nursing. Carrie L. Kotecki, B.A., is adult
education coordinator for Notre Dame Mission
Volunteers in Baltimore, Md. Keri A. McQuirk, B.S.,
Louise, manried Jarret Jones, Feb. 12, 2005.
Heriberto Morales, J.D., is a shareholder at Lanley
& Banack Inc. in Eagle Pass. Capt. Anthony J. "T.J."
Oliva Jr., B.A., Graham, Wash., stationed at Fort
Lewis, is a physician at Madigan Army Medical
Center. His wife, Emmeline (Banawa) Oliva, B.A.,
M.A. '02, is the executive team leader of human
resources for a Target store in Bonney Lake,
Wash. Lewis Palomino, J.D., has opened a law
practice in El Paso. Jennifer Pilchick Perelman, J.D.,
Davie, Fla., is an attorney in the Fort Lauderdale
law firm of Becker & Poliakoff PA Ruth Reyes, J.D.,
is an attorney in the Law Office of Lewis Palomino
in El Paso. Jason C. Zehner, J.D., San Antonio, and
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Tara Pearce Zehner, J.D., welcome Julia Morgan

and Paige Avalon, born Dec. 17, 2004.
200 I Mark A Brionez, B.A., Ocala, Fla., earned a
law degree from the University of Florida Levin
College of Law and is an attorney with Mclin &
Burnsed in Leesburg, Fla. Marida I. Carmona, B.A.,
M.A. '03, San Antonio, manried John Gabriel
Salinas, Jan. I , 2005. Elisa Aguirre Charles, B.B.A.,
San Antonio, and husband, Chris Charles,
welcome Isaiah Christopher, born Oct. 28, 2004.
Patrick Cullen, B.B.A., Pearland, is a program
analyst at NASA's Johnson Space Center. Kevin 0.
Henrichsen, J.D., Austin, an associate attorney with
Byrd, Davis, Eisenberg, Walters & Furman LLP,
married Kate Bentsen, March 5, 2005. Jessica
Hinojosa, B.B.A., Houston, earned a master's
degree in professional accounting from The
University of Texas at Austin and is an accountant
with Deloitte & Touche LLP. Thomas H. Marrs,
J.D., St Louis, Mo., an attorney with Burroughs,
Hepler, Broom, MacDonald, Hebrank & True LLP
in Edwardsville, Ill., married Megan Blakely, Feb. 14,
2004. Damian L. Martinez, J.D., White Sands
Missile Range, N.M., is an associate attorney for
Holt Babington & Mynatt PC in Las Cruces.
Christopher M. McCormick, J.D., Vidor, and wife,
Samantha, welcome Meghan, born Aug. 8, 2004.
Maria C. Mireles, B.A., M.A. '04, San Antonio, is a
research associate for the William Velasquez
Research Institute. Kevin J. Pooler, J.D., Arlington,
Va., completed his LLM at Georgetown University
and is an attorney with the law firm of Powell
Goldstein LLP in Washington, D.C Marie Rios
Martinez, J.D., Saipan, is assistant attorney general
for the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana
Islands.
2002 Sylvia Y. Acosta, M.A., Santa Teresa, N.M., is
assistant dean, College of Business, at New Mexico
State University. Paul M. Basaldua, B.B.A., is
manager of business development for the San
Antonio offices of Yates Construction Co. Peter J.
Burns, B.A., San Antonio, is a sports talk radio co
host for Clear Channel Communications. Alex B.
Eyssen, J.D., has opened a solo law practice in
Abilene. Alyssa HoanHung Giang, B.S., Athens,
Ohio, a second-year student at Ohio University
College of Osteopathic Medicine, married Patrick
Tran, Aug. 21, 2004. Laura L. Guerrero, B.A.,
Mesquite, married Brian Boubel, May 14, 2005.
Bruce E. Houston, J.D., San Antonio, is an attorney
with Schwegman, Lundberg, Woessner & Kluth.
Sara M. Jacobi, B.A., San Marcos, earned a master's
degree in voice perfornrance from Texas State
University. Ashley W. Jalufka, B.A., Francitas, is an
electrician with South Texas Project-Nuclear
Operating Co. Kristine Kresta, B.B.A., China Grove,
sales coordinator for San Antonio-based The
Gambrinus Co., married Anthony J. Magaro, B.S.
'04, Jan. I 0, 2004. Trisha A Taine, B.S., Falls
Church, Va., is a defense analyst for the
Department of Defense in Washington, D.C Raul
Valencia, B.BA, Edinburg, is a reserve district
manager for Farnrers Insurance. Brandon M.
Vasquez, B.BA, San Antonio, and wife, C rystal,
welcome Giselle Elyse, born June 24, 2005. Alyssa
A Vela, B.A., Rio Grande City, married Oscar
Garcia Jr., June I 8, 2005. Stephanie H. Wilke, J.D.,
Helotes, and husband, Anthony, welcome Tabitha
Lauren, born Nov. I 6, 2004.
2003 Erika M. Bolk, B.B.A., Houston, earned a
master's in business administration from Loyola
University Chicago and is a business and planning
analyst for Boeing in its NASA systems

Undergrad Hones His
Skills on the Air and
in the Locker Room
Chad Peters
For St. Mary's senior Chad Peters, a keen
interest in sports has opened up a whole new
world.
The sports editor of the award-winning
The Rattler newspaper on campus, Peters is
also the color commentator for the Rattler
baseball team on St. Mary's Internet
broadcasting program, "Sounds from the
Snake Pit."
"I never thought I would get into
broadcasting," Peters says, "but these
opportunities keep coming my way, and I
love sports, so I figure all the exposure will
help."
Peters first got his big break in sports
journalism with a couple of e-mails to the
editor of the Dallas Cowboys online
magazine. He made a real impression on
Mickey Spagnolia, a legend in Texas sports
writing. So Spagnolia gave him a job
covering the 'Boys. Not bad for a college
organization. Linda A Brandmiller, J.D., San
Antonio, is a staff attorney with Harl<ins, Latimer &
Dahl PC Shelby M. Brangan, B.A., Dallas, manried
Selso Garcia Jr., Jan. 8, 2005. Faith S. Fillman, J.D.,
Temple, and husband Eric, welcome Alexis
Michele. born Aug. I , 2004. Zafar Humayun, B.S.,
Rochester, N.Y., is an adjunct professor at
Rochester Institute of Technology. Candace M.
McCormick, B.B.A., Bedford, a staff accountant
with Univision Radio, married John Tower, May I,
2005. Michael Molloy, J.D., has joined the San
Antonio law offices of Demetria Duarte Jr. &
Associates. David R. Rangel, J.D., is an associate
attorney with the San Antonio law offices of
Shelton & Valdez PC LaTrice Ratcliff, M.B.A., San
Antonio, manried Tyrone Small, Feb. 28, 2004.
Sandra C. Urquizo, B.A., San Antonio, manried
Stephen Guerra, June 18, 2005.
2004 Karla F. Benavidez, B.B.A., San Antonio, is a
human resources administrative secreta ry at
St Ma ry's University. Ross P. Brooks, J.D., Corpus
Christi, is an attorney with the law firnr of
Gonzales, Hoblit & Ferguson LLP. Renae L. Burell,
B.B.A., Richmond, Va., is a Markel University
associate for the Markel Corp. Courtney R.
Burkett, J.D., San Antonio, manried Kevin C
Schindler, April 23, 2005. Fernando Cardenas, B.A.,

freshman. Peters made the trip to training
camp with the team, and now is a regular
each summer.
"I have learned so much from Mickey and
the folks with the Cowboys," Peters says. "It
was pretty daunting at first to be in the room
with all those professional reporters and
football players. But now I am comfortable
in that arena."
Once back in San Antonio, Peters takes the
reigns of the sports pages at The Rattler. His
leadership has been a key factor in the
newspaper's rise to one of the top college
newspapers in the nation.
"We have a great time working on The
Rattler," says Peters. "We have a good staff
and there are good stories here."
Peters and the rest of the staff plan to
continue their winning ways at the
newspaper in the 2005-2006 academic year.
"I've learned a lot about the non-writing
side of the newspaper business, and one
thing you've got to have are good
designers," he says. "When you have people
who can put a paper together well, it makes
the writing and photos work together so
much better."
Tune in during baseball season next spring
to get a taste of Peters' wide knowledge of
sports. He brings a fresh perspective to the
"Sounds from the Snake Pit" broadcasts for
the Rattlers.
"It doesn't get much better than going to
the baseball field, and being able to just talk
about sports," he says. "I know a lot about
the subject, but I'm always learning more.
It's awesome to be able to spend time talking
about something I love.
"I think it would be great to have a talk
show on the radio or TV," he says.
And, who knows? With the amount of
experience Peters is loading into his
St. Mary's experience in and out of the
classroom, perhaps his own radio or TV
show is on the horizon.

San Angelo, manried Christina Giamarco, Sept 15,
2004. Shannon C. Francis, J.D., Corpus Christi, is
an attorney with the law firm of Gonzales, Hoblit
& Ferguson LLP. Christina L. Garcia, M.B.A., San
Antonio, is employed in PCR Analytics for HEB
Groce ry Co. Shirley Arizmendez Godinez, B.A.M.,
San Antonio, is a human resources specialist for
the Department of Defense. James W. Hollis Jr.,
J.D., is an associate attorney with the San Antonio
law offices of Duncan, Weakley & Bressler Inc.
Larissa Luna-Tamez, B.A., McAllen, is a teacher at
San Martin de Porres School. Nadia D. Madrid,
B.A., San Antonio, is a first-grade teacher at Baskin
Academy in the San Antonio Independent School
District. Anthony J. Magaro, B.S., China Grove, is
an engineer at Southwest Research Institute in San
Antonio. Thomas M. "Mike" Murray, J.D., San
Antonio, is an associate attorney with the law
offices of Cox Smith Matthews Inc. M. Alex Nava,
J.D., is an associate attorney with the San Antonio
law offices of Davis, Cedillo & Mendoza Inc. Ross
Reagan, B.B.A., San Antonio, is an admission
counselor at St Ma ry's University. Mariana
Rodriguez, B.B.A., is an associate producer for
Estefan Television Productions in Miami. Meredith
M. Thoms, J.D., is an associate attorney with the
San Antonio law offices of Cox Smith Matthews
Inc. Victor D. Torres, B.A., Washington, D.C, is
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El Paso Native Lands
in the Big Apple
Susan Romo
How does a small town girl find her way
to New York City? Sue Romo's path led her
from El Paso to San Antonio, and finally to
the country's most influential financial
district.
As a student at El Paso's Burgess High
School, Romo dreamed about going to
college out of state. But her parents weren't
comfortable sending their third child-and
oldest daughter-too far from home.
"I attended a Sleeping Bag Weekend at
St. Mary's," says Romo. "I liked the
atmosphere and the access to faculty
members." So Romo's parents compromised
and allowed her to enroll at St. Mary's
where she studied English communication
arts, with plans to attend law school.
The Honors Program student made her
mark on campus-as a President's
Ambassador, a resident assistant, a member
of the dance team and Alpha Sigma Tau
sorority, and on the staff of The
Diamondback yearbook.
Following Plan A, Romo entered law
school at The University of Texas following
her graduation in 1985. But after a year, she
decided to do some soul searching. A former

legislative correspondent/grants coordinator for
U.S. Rep. Henry Cuellar.
2005 Juan J. Gamboa, BA, Eagle Pass, received the
Thomas R. Pickering Graduate Foreign Affairs
Fellowship to pursue a master's degree and an
internship in the United States and abroad. Erin
Marie Malone, M.A., San Antonio, a teacher in the
Northeast Independent School District, married
Joshua G. Summey, July 2, 2005.
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classmate, Eva Lucero (B.A. '86), invited
her to Washington, D.C.
While trying to choose what to do with her
life, Romo clerked at a public interest law
firm and completed a White House
internship.
After a year in the national capital, Romo
was accepted to New York University's
master's program in public administration.
Enter Plan B. She branched out, taking
courses in accounting, economics, finance
and public law, earned her M.P.A. in finance
in 1990 from NYU, and began a new career.
Romo started learning the financial ropes:
from monoline insurance to mortgage
backed securities and corporate finance.
Soon Romo was recruited to Credit
Suisse/First Boston, an international
investment bank headquartered in New
York, where she worked in the U.S. debt
market. For the past two years, she's worked
as a director in the Latin American Debt
Capital Markets group.
Romo likes the altruistic nature of her job.
In Latin American countries she helps
companies get access to international
financial capital. This enables those
companies to open new markets, such as
providing mortgages to first-time
homeowners.
Romo's work puts her on the road 50
percent of the time. "The unpredictability of
my schedule is the best part of my job and
the worst part," says Romo. Her younger
sister, Laura (B.S. '92), has moved to New
York, too, which has helped her parents get
used to the idea of big city life.
And, Romo says, she uses the skills she
learned as an undergrad all the time. "You
have to be able to communicate in business,"
she says, "and the talents I developed at
St. Mary's help me every day."
Susan Romo lives and works in arguably
the most exciting city in the world, and her
journey to success made an important stop at
St. Mary's. "My professors shook up my
perception of reality," Romo says. "At
St. Mary's I could blossom and explore the
possibilities of life."

Our Fondest Farewell
Michele Trankina,
Ph.D., professor of
biological sciences at St.
Mary's, author and
nutrition consultant, died
March 19, 2005, after a
brave battle with cancer.
She was 51. Trankina
joined the faculty at St.
Mary's in 1985 as an
assistant professor. She
taught classes in nutrition, anatomy and
embryology, and many of her students entered
medical fields. Innumerable former students, now
doctors, visited her during her illness, and many
saw her as a role model for women in science.
An avid all-around athlete, Trankina published
some 300 articles and was often quoted in
national publications about exercise and nutrition.

In 1996 she was one of eight San Antonians
honored by the Prudential HealthCare Salute to
San Antonio's Good Health Awards. In February
2005, she was given the St. Mary's University
Community Service Award, and in 1989 she
received the Distinguished Faculty Award for
excellence in teaching.
Trankina is survived by her longtime companion
Charles N. Weaver; her brother, Michael; and her
beloved miniature dachshunds, Megan, Poppie and
Tinkie.
Benjamin F. Biaggini
(B.S. '36), former
St. Mary's University
trustee and longtime
benefactor, died May 28,
2005. Born April 15,
19 I 6, in New Orleans,
Biaggini graduated summa
cum laude from St. Mary's
with a degree in
mathematics.
As a student, he was vice president of the
Rattler Club, captain of A Company ROTC Cadet
Battalion and president of the Student Council.
His father, Benjamin Sr., was an official with the
Pullman Co., so pursuing a career in the railroad
industry came naturally to the younger Biaggini. He
began his 47-year railroad career in 1936 with
Southern Pacific Lines in Texas and Louisiana as a
rodman in Ennis, Texas. Biaggini worked his way
up, moved to San Francisco, and in 1964 was
named president and director, Southern Pacific
Co. From there he also became chairman and
chief executive officer. He continued to lead
Southern Pacific until his retirement in 1983.
Biaggini experienced great success professionally,
gave to his community and country through his
many civic endeavors, and was always there for
many individuals and institutions providing wise
counsel and assistance throughout his life. He
served on the St. Mary's Board of Trustees from
1968 to 1970 and was named the University's
1973 Distinguished Alumnus. Last year, friends
established the Benjamin F. Biaggini Endowed
Chair at St. Mary's University to honor his many
contributions. Biaggini is survived by Anne, his wife
of 67 years, and two daughters.
Rev. John D. Mulligan, S.M., died Dec. 5, 2004, in
Dayton, Ohio. He professed his first vows as a
brother of the Society of Mary in 1947, and was
ordained into the priesthood in 1957. Mulligan
spent more than 20 years in Dayton ministries,
including spiritual director of the Marianist
Scholasticate, theology instructor at the University
of Dayton, editor of Mary Today magazine, and
both director and spiritual director of the Marianist
Mission.
Mulligan served as a member of the St. Mary's
University Board of Trustees from 1985 to
1993. ■

St. Mary's Fund
Reaches New
Levels of Support
On May 31 St. Mary's University completed

From these efforts, nearly $3.5 million will be made available for
scholarship assistance for students who demonstrate a financial
need and commitment to academic excellence. Because of your
support, St. Mary's students will continue to pursue their
educational goals and will be well-prepared for their future
professional endeavors.
The annual St. Mary's Fund campaign broke all records this year by
raising $443,943 in unrestricted support for the University. With

a yearlong fund-raising effort in support of

the help of our alumni and friends, the University is able to direct

scholarships, campus facilities, academic

these dollars to areas of greatest need including financial assistance

programs and other University funding

research, and the enhancement of our historic campus through

priorities. Thanks to the generosity of our

for hard-working students, academic programming, faculty
facility improvements and grounds maintenance.

alumni and friends, more than $6.9 million

Thanks to contributions from the Corporate Matching Gift

was raised. These gifts will have a significant

Program, alumni were able to double, and in some cases, triple the

impact on the personal attention and
powerful programs that distinguish the
educational experience at St. Mary's.

impact of their personal gifts. Corporate matching gifts accounted
for $26,718 in support of University funding priorities.
Your support of St Mary's University
and the students we serve is most appreciated.
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